Mines Regulation

osed by the House. As the general
iles bad to be posted on the mine so
1at all could see them, important matters
ke this should be incladed therein, and
ot werely published in the Government
azelte, where they would bhe seen by .
mrcely anybody. The Minister's pro-
ssal was inadequate. A& man who fell a .
istance of 20 feet would probably be -
srmanently injured, if not killed. Why
m that risk? Some of the mines in
algoorlie put up box rises for no other
irpose than to turn in the footage for
welopment work.  That statement, |
wough made several times previously,
ul not been contradicted. The material
-oken in such rises was treated as ore,
td no cost charged against it. The
en’s health and safety were affected for~|
e purpose of reducing the cost. Let |
ie amendment provide that in all rises
her than those at an angle of 30 i
sgrees, the box systom must be used.
be State Mining Engineer was not in |
rreement with the Minister.
Tae Mivister : He was; and said '
iat the provision should be in the regu- |
>ns rather thun in the statute. .
MEe. SCADDAN : Depurtmental officers |
zre too prone to give way to Ministers,
1 view of the fact that that State Mining
ngineer was chairman of the commis-
>n and signed the report, it was sur-
ising that he should now have gone
wck on that report. To deal with a
atter of this kind by regulation was
't satisfactory.
Me, HOLMAN: The provision should
vin the Bill itself. At present the de-
rability of doing away with rises was
ing coosidered 1n Bendigo, one of the
incipal mining centres of Australia;
r it had been dewonstrated that work |
rises was detrimental to the lives and |
alth of miners. '
Mr. WALKER: A principle of such
tal importance should be icluded in
e Bill, and not be left to the were dis-
ebion of a Minister or of inspectors;
herwise, where was the necessity for a
I atall? Everyvthing might be left to
- dealt with by regulation,
Question puy, and a division faken
th the following result :—

Ayes

Noes

15
13

Majorivy for ... e 2
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AYES, NoEes.
My, Bath Mr. Breblber
Mr. Bolton BMr. Browu
Br, Collier Ar. Eddy
Mr. Daglish Mr. Ewing
Mr. Heltinann Mr. Gordon
Ilr. Helmno Mr. Gregory
BMr. Hudson Mr. Gull
Mr. Johnson Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Lynch Mr. Keennn
Mr. Sead , Mr. dMale
Mr. Smith 1 Br. Mitehell
Me. Underwood Mr. Piesse
Mr. Wnlker Mr. Layman (Teilsr).
Mr., Ware
Mr. Troy {Teller).

Amendment. thus passed.
Tae MINISTER: Presumably themem-

i ber for Ivanhoe would have no objec-

tion to recommictal fur discussion of the
question whether these boxzes were abso-

. lutely necessaty in the underlay rises.

He would see thut a clause was placed in
the Bill with the object of effecting an
amendment.
Mge. Scapvarn: We could do it now.
Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again.

ADJOURNMENT,

Tre MINISTER ror MINES moved
that the House at its rizing do adjourn
till 7-30 p.m. on the next Monday.

Question passed.

The House adjourned accordingly at
1042 o'clock, until the next Monday
evening.

Legislatibe @Assembly,
Monday, 1st October, 1906.
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OPPOSITION LEADER, DEPUTY.

Mr. BATH: By way of persnpal ex-
planation, I wish to say that duaring wmy
abgsence from the State (to attend a Con-
ference in Melbourne), the member for
Kanowna (Mr. T. Walker) will act as
deputy leader of the puarty which I have
the honour to lead in this House.

QUESTION —GOVERNAMENT PRINTING
OFFICE.

Me. BATH asked the Treasurer {after
notice given): 1, Uuder cover of w com-
petitive examination, does the Govern-
ment Printer propose to secure the labour
of a number of compositors withonut puy-
ment? 2z, IF so, 18 this course taken
with the concurrence of the Hon. the
Colonial Treasurer ?

Tae TREASURER replied: 1. No.
2. No. The Government Printer agreed

to hold n compositors’ test ai the urgent

request of some of the compositors who
lind been laid off, they maintaining that
the hetter tradesmen had been dispensud
with. The test was to be ou the samne
lines as the anonal test beld hy ihe
Government Printing Office in Sydney,
and is practicully a competitive examina-
tion. The work done s of no value to
the office; those competing, therefore,
cannot-he paid. In New South Wales
candidates are not ouly not paid for their
time but have to pay 6d. each for the
examination papers. If sufficient entries
are not forthcomiog on Wednesduy next
the test will not be held, and the Goveru-
went Printer will continue to use lis
own judgment in selecting the men to ba
retained.

' ASSENT TO BILLS (3).

Message from the Governor received
and read, assenting to three Bills, namely,
Government Savings Bauk, Second-Hand
Dealers, Fremantle Jockey Club Trust
Funds.

~ANNUAL ESTIMATES.

Message from the Governor received
and read, transmitting the Annuval Esti-
mates of Revenue and Expeunditure for

Fivancial Sldemenl.

the Avancial year 1906-7, and recov
mending appropriations.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR
1906-7.

IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY,

The House having resclved into Cor
wittee of Supply for receiving the annu
Financial Statement, Mr. ILLINGWORY
in the Chair—

Tee TREASURER (Hon. Fra
Wilson) sazid: Mer. Illingworth, in rish
to move the sevenieenth Budget Spees
since Responsible Government in conne
tion with this State, I cannot help b
cast my mind back over the last fifte

~ years, and think of the vast progress a1

advancement the Stule of Western Au
tralia hus made since the advent

Responsible Government. T want mer
bers also to cast fheir minds back ov
the fifteen yeurs which have passed aw:
since Responsible Government, and follc
me for a few moments whilst T endewvo
to peint out those strides which ha
meant 80 much to every man, womai, w
child in Western Australin. It seems
wme it 1s well we should takew view of il
deseription, in order that we may ta
heart froin the wclions which have co
trolled theefforss of those who had char
ot the destinies of this State in the pu
that we may pick out the wise nctions |
I may so term them) and pass over ¢
faults, in order that the future of t
State muy be as brilliunt, if possible,
the past has been during those vew

Fifteen Years of Past Progress.

When Responsible Government w
first inungurated in Western Austral
the population of the State was a me
handful of people, about 52,000
number. To-day we find that we have
times 1hat number in the State, name
262,000 people.  Our trade for the ye
1891 was only a little over £2,000,0(
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hereus we se¢ to-day that the totul
radle of the State exceeds £16,000,000,

uports and exports.  The mileage .of

ur mil‘\'amys, which is a sure guide of
hat has been done in the development -

f the country generally, was only 203

iles in 1891, whereus to-day we have
612 miles of railway, tapping almost

very important ceutre, every centre
'hich can produce wealth, and so help
ywward the State as a whole.  The
wilwiy Revenoe for the vear 1891 was
uly £63,000. whereas | to- day it s
11,648,000 ; aud the State Revenue for
B3l was only £497,000, some £3,000
3% than half o million, whereas {o-day
i 18 mearly 34 milthions.  'Phis all tends to
how the rapid strides which have taken

lace in the developient of ony conntry ;
nd to one like myself who has resided in
Vestern Australia during the whole of
te term T have referred to, the past
fteen years, the extent of the Jdevelop-
ients and discoveries that have heen
ade on our goldfields seems marvellous.
Vhen we think of the substantial towns
y our Eastern Goldficlds which have
ithin a few vears been hrought into
xistence, rveplete with every comfort of
wdern times, we cannot but excluim that

‘onderful progress bas been made, The
foldfields Water Scheme, which has

awrried health and comfort to tens of
tousands of people to-dwy, where for
ant of fresh water they could not exist
fteen yvears ago—a scheme which is
weond to none of its character in the
‘hole of the civilised world —is in itself
nite sufficient evidence of the spirit
nd eaterprise of those who con-
‘olled the affairs of this State in the
aly years of Responsible Government,
‘hen I may briefly remind members of
1e towns 1o onr agricultural districrs,
otably iu the Great Southern District,
'he expansion of harbour facilities, the
ig Harbour we bhave at Fremantle with
il the latest fucilities for discharging
nd loading vessels of heavy tonnage;
1e great developments that have taken
lace in our Soutbern Port of Bunbury,
ore especially for the export of our
mbers, and the deepening of the Albany
larbour and providing in it additional
scommodation for shipping, show with-
nt my dilating very strongly on the
wgnificent towns that have been built
1 our Coastal Districts the great pro-
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gress that has been made. When I
glance through the City of Perth to-day
I perceive that the town bas Leen abso-
lutely rebuilt since I knew it first; and
where we had a few straggling streets
with a paltry ten thousand people
inhabiting the city, to-day we have
minificent buildings which, in a given
compass and in comparison to the popu-
lation of the city, are second to none in
any Australasian capital. Moreover, the
natural beauties of the situation of our
Capital wre to-day the cnvy of less
fuvoured cities in other parts of Aus-
traliz.  Whilst we huave reached a period
in the history of this State when lavish
expenditure cannot be continued, when
every pound to be expended must be
weighed, and care taken that value is
received by the Siate, whilst we have
reached that period when expenditure
must of necessity be adjusted according
to revenue, yet the Government of the
day recoguises that a bold forward policy
uf devclnpmenml works to open up the
conntry must, m the interests of the
people, be undertaken. And whilst the
tuverish hoom days of our early gold dis-
coveries, with to some extent unhealthy
influences on the morality and the thrift of
the people, have gone by, I can point out
with all earnestness that an era of steady
and continuous progress has set in, an
vrn which will eertainly be wmore con-
ducive to the permauvent happiness and
wellbeing of our peaple. T give credit to
those who were the early pioneers of our
country, men who settled here in the
early fifties with their families and opened
up this great Colony, those whu went out-
back and prospected, those who discovered
the back gold-beariug areas of our State;
all deserve credit for the hardships they
endured and the confidence they had in
their own ability and in tbe country.
And whilst we bestow some praise on
those who settled here in the early days,
I may also remind members that the
later pioneers, those who flocked over
from the Bastern States—-and some T see
sitting in this Chamber to-night—who
went out-hack and developed our gold-
fields, ought vot to be forgotten. Those
men also had the stern griv and deter-
mination which go to build up a great
country and a great free and independent
people. Generally, looking back over the

! past fifteen years I can only exclaim that
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the progress has been wonderful indeed, -

and ought, I think, to satisty those
who ure most deeply concerned. My
Financial Suatement this evening will,
I think, show clearly that the day
of prosperity for Western Australia
has not by any means departed. It will
show that our progress, if not so rapid
ag in the early goldfields days, is steady
and most marked. Tt will show that the
finances are sound, that our credit is
good, and that with careful and watchful
administration, combined with determi-
nation to open up our vast resources by
every means in our power, we have for
the future nothing to fear

Balance Sheet, the Past Vear.

Dealing first with the past, the usual
printed returns have been handed round
to members; and I will invite atfention
to these returns, which are fairly clear
and understandable by every person. Re-
turn No. 1is a balance-sheet or a syn-
opsis of a balance-sheet, and shows on
the debit side the total funds held by the
State, and the sources from which those
funds are derived. Members will see
that these sources comprise the General
Loan Fuund, with £510,000—1 purpusely
omit the odd hundreds—a Sinking Fund
with £1,320,000, o. Savings Bank Fund
with £2,319,000, and a Trust and De-
posit Account with £829,000 to its credit;
a total of £5,080,000 On the credit side
of this balance-sheet members will see
how these funds are invested, or how
they are being utilised for the time being.
There is only one bad item represented
in these investments, namely the Deficit
with which we finished the last financial
vear, £119,900. The other items on the
credit side mainly represent investments,
including the amount in the bands of the
Sinking Fund Trustees, of which par-
ticulars can be seen in return No. 27
of the Treasurer's Annual Financial
Accounts presented to the House with
these pazpers. In addition we have
the stores on hand, represented on
the credit side of this balance-gheet.
These stores I may remark are care-
fully valued each year, so that
they represent the uctual value appearing
in the balance sheet. The remuinder of
the credits consist of cash in hand and
in bransitu, mostly lying to the credit of
the Treasurer in our local banks, and
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amounting on the 30th June last :
£046,008.. This is the cash balance ¢
which, together with the daily revem
received, the whole State depends fi
paying all demands on the Governmen
and I may, in passing, remark that v
have an arrangement with the Associate
Bauks by which we receive interest on tl
cash balance lying to our credit in tho
banks, On General Account we recei
one per cent. per annum interest for »
sums over £5,000, and on Savings Bar
Account we receive three per cent. p
annum interest on the first hundr
thousand pouuds, 1§ per cent on thene.
hundred thousand, and one per cent. ¢
the balance. Hence members will see th
although we of necessity have to keep
considerable balance on hand, vet v
myke the most of that by our arrang
went with the banks, a0 that it may |
reproductive, Return No. 2 gives tl
Estimated Revenue for the year just pa
1905-6, and shows that the actual recetp
fell short of the estimate by £75,948.

farther gives puarticulars of the iten
which the Treasurer over-estitnate
totalling £120,069, und the items unde
estimated, totalling £44,121. The »
total deducted from the other leaves ti
shortage which I have just mentioned
£75948  Return No. 3 gives thelil
information as to the Expeunditure for t]
last year. The under-estimates beir
deducted from the over-estimates sho
that the Treasurer’s estimate of expend
ture was not reached by £88,404; and
we deduct the shortage in revenue fro
the shortage in expenditure we have tl
sum of £12,456 left, being the differen
between the estimated deficit of £132,3:
and the actual defitit with which ¥
euntered this financial year of £119,90
The figures are given in the Sun
mary of Revenue and Expenditu
at the foot of this return. ILa
year 1905-6 began with a deficit
£46,521, and closed as I have mentione
with a deficit, of £119,900, an increase
£73,379 on the year's trunsuctions.

may here point out that for the pa
three years we have spent each year mo:
than our revenue; and the amoun
respectively are £148,000, £129,000, av
the £73,000 just mentioned. I hope v
have now reached a period in the histo
of our State finances when we shall 1
able to adjust our expenditure accordin
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to the revenue, and Lthat 1o the future we
shall be able to maintain that course, so
that our credit may retain the good name
it bears at the present time in the money
markets of the world.

Commonzcealth in relation to the State.

Returng Nos. 4 and 5 give particulars
of the actual Revenue and Expenditure
by the Commonwealth on behalf of Wes-
tern Australia for the past year, and the
Commonwealth BEstimaies of Revenue
and Expenditure for the present year
1906-7. The actual Commonwealth
Revenue for last yewr was £1.287,554,
and the Expenditure £414,562. The
balance returnable to the State was
£872,992, whereas the estimated balance
returnable was £432,346: so members
will see there was lust vear a shortage in
the Commonwealth Revenue ulone of
£59,354. Had the Federal Treasurer’s
sstimate been realised, that £59,000
would have gone some considerable dis.
tance towards wiping out the increased
leficit of last year. This year it is esti-
mated that the Revenue collected by
the Commonwealth in this State will
reach £1,226,656, and the correspond-
mg  Expenditure is  estimated at
£456,300, the balance returnable to
the Btate being £770,356, or £102,636
less than we vreceived last year.
Sixty-three thousand pounds of this
leficienzy, it is estimated, is caused
more or less by the abolition of the
special tariff; £7,000 is a falling off in
osost office teuapt.s owing presumably 1o
che introduction of penny postage, which
oy the way I see bas not been carried, so
hat we way hope to get £7,000 more
:han the fignres I have just quoted ; and
£42,000 1s 1ncreased expenditure generally
n Commonwealth administration. Of
:his increased expenditure, £17,000 is in
wonnection with the customs, post-office,
ind defence departments, £14,000 is
wrdinary expenditure, and .£11,000 is in-
reased expenditure on new works and
Huildings, that is, Western Australia’s
7er capila proportion. Had this
£102,000 been available, had the Com-
nonwealth surplus revenue returnable to
he State been the same amount as
t was last year, we could hope to have
sretty well wiped out the deficit of last
rear. So members will see what a great
ffect the Commonwealth Revenue and
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Expenditure bhave upon the finances of
this State. In regard to return No. 6, it
gives details of new works and buildings
to be carried out in Western Australia
by the Commonwealth. This is one of
the gleams of sunshine in connection with
the Commonweanlth finances, and the
amount s £65108. This amount 1s
only charged to Western Australia on a
pepulation basis us £30,755. That is a
very satisfactory state of affairs so far
as we ure concerned, provided that the
works are curried out. I am sorry to
have to remind the Committee that last
vear, although £10,000 was voted for
certain post-offices in Western Australia,
only £455 was spent oo only vne, so0
that £9,500 of last year's estimate still
remaius vnexpended. I think I wmay be
pardoned for saying that every pres-
sure, so far as this Government is
concerned, will be brought to bear in the
vight direction to have the votes passed
by the Federal Parliament for Western
Australia duly expended here. Return
Nu. 7 is a very interesting document. It
shows the revenue and expenditure, and
the bulance réturnable to- Western Aus-
tralia since the inception of the Com-
monwealth ; and the question that
naturally puzzles one in looking over
these figures is as to whether we are
producing within our own State those
products which might be causing the
decline in the Customs revenue as shown
by this table.

Produce Importations, how Reduced.

I looking at the returns for the last five
yvears, I find the amount of Produce
Imported into Western Australia during
that period has declined considerably. 1
do not need to give the total figures,
Lecanse to do so might weary the Comw.
mitiee; but I will give the value per
head of the population. In 1901 we
imported into Western Australia per
head of the population preduce and food-
stuffs to the value of £7 18s. 10d.; in
1902, £& 10s. 114.; in 1903, £8 2s.5d. ;
in 1904, £6 12s. 104., a very large drop,
and in 1905, £6 5s. 3d.  These figures
show a considerable reduction in. the
imports of produce and foodstuffs.

Mg. Barr : That accounts for some of
the decline ip the revenue.

Tue TREASURER :

In 1903, the

; year in which the importation of agricul-
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tural and pasioral produce attained its

maximum, as compared with 1905 we
get the following figures, and it is mosi
interesting and instructive to have these
figures before us.  We imported wheat to
the value of £42,000, in 1905 £4,000
worth ; of flour, we imported £164,000
worth in 1908 as against £50,000 worth
in 1905; bran and pollard, £57,000
worth as against £54,000 worth-—there
has not been much reduction in that
item ; live-stocl, £264,000 worth in 1903
as against £141,000 worth in 1905 ;
meats, £177,000 worth in 1903 as
against £140,000 in 1905 ; bacon and
bams, £138,000 as against £116,000
worth ; eggs, £74,000 as against £71,000.
The total value of these importations in
1908 was £916,000, ns against £576,000
worth imported during last year. Iam
pleased to be forced to the conclusion
that our local production of most of
these articles of consumption has to the
extent of £340,000 between the two
periods named been the cause of our
reduced imports.

M=z. Dasrisa: Yoo are ignoring the
manufactures altogether,

Tue TREASURER: I am dealing
now with foodstuffs alone. Of course
mewmbers will readily realise that there is
any amount of room still for production
of this sort; and perhaps it is nne of the
largest inducements we can bold out to
farmers, more especially to those farmers
who are engaged in mixed farming in our
State, that although we have reduced our
imports in these products, yet there is
any amount of room for farther local
production, and a good market for these
wares when produced.

Loan Authorisations and Results.

With regard to No. 8, this return
gives particulars of the loan authorisa-
tions as at the 30th June 1906, and also
the flotutions, On the 30th June 1905,
our actual net indebtedness after deduct-
ing sinking fund was £16,968,929. Dur-
ing the lnst finuncial year we floated
local inseribed stock to the extent of
£21,480, thus exhausting all our loan
authorisations and bringing the actual
net indebtedness to £16,990,409. During
the year we redeemed, as members will
see by the return, by annunal drawings
and debentures, stock to the amount of
£5,700, and paid to the credit of the
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stnking fund, including profit on pur
chases of scrip, £246,759. These tw
items deducterd from the previous amoun
leave the actua! nel loan indebtednes
on Jone 30th, 1906, at £16,737,95C
With regard to our investments, it wil
probably be interesting to know, i
members are not wlready aware of th
fact, that we have four classes of loa
invesiments, that is four classes of stock
The mscribed stock is domiciled partly a
the office of the Crown Agentsin London
but chiefly at the London and West
minster Bank; and we .bave locall
inseribed stock, which is domigciled at th
Treasury in Perth. These stocks can onl
be transferred where they are domiciled
Then we have debentures or bonds
these are principally in connection witl
the loans of 1878 to 1884, and these de
hentures are domiciled at the office of th
Crown Agents, the local debentures beiny
domiciled ut the Treasury. They al
have coupons attached, and are payabl
both as regards interest and principa
te  bearer, and are fransferable b
delivery in contradistinction to inscribe
stock. There ts another cluss of bon
issued in the shape of Treasury bills
which are virtually short-dated deben
turex, and transferable like them Db
delivery. The total authorisations to th
30th June 14903, all of which have beer
floated, were £18,273,253. TPFrom thi
we deduct the amount to the credit o
our sinking fund, including interest o
investments efcetera, £1,320,603, and th
amount of debentures which have bee
redeemed in London by annual drawing
£214,700, leaving a Dbalance as befor
meotioned of £16,737,950.

Pubdlic Debt and Sinking Fund.

The above figures represent per bea
of population £64 3s. 11d. as our publi
debt; and a comparison with our neigh
bours in the Hastern States is favourabl
to Western Australin. In South Aus
tralia their debt is equal to £76 8s. 7¢
per head as against our £64 3s. 11d.
Queensland has £78 7s. 11d.; the olde
States of New Sonth Wales, Victoria, an
Tasmania are all rather nnder us—Nes
South Wales having £55 7s. 10d. pe
head, Victoria £42 0s. Ed.. very nuc,
below us, and Tarmania £52 0s. 5d. pe
head. But compared with the Stat
which I think move unearly resembles ou
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own State thun any other, Quevnslind,
the comparison is verv much in our
favour. Perhaps it will be advantageous
to give some particulars of our Sinking
Fund, because in that respect we
stand wnique. Two millioa five hun-
dred pounds worth of our loans are
bearing 3 per cent. sinking fund, we
bave £1.100,000 beaving 1% per cent.,
£1,266,000 bearing 1 per cent. sinking
fund, and the balance of £11,336,000
stock and debentures hearing 1 per cent.
sinking fuud. The totals of these various
sinking funds are as follow., The first
one, being the Goldfields Water Supply,

amounts to £339,000—leaving out the |

odd hundreds; the second, the Great
Southern Railway Purchase, £182,000;

the third, Local Inscribed Stock, £35,000;

and the usual Stock and Debentures,
£762,000; a total of £1,320,000 to date
standing to the credit of that fund. Our
loans do noi carry a sinking fand right
frow their inception : wmembers will
perhaps be aware that our loans do not
carry a sinking fund until four years
after each loan has bern raised. To
briefly compare our position with regard
to sinking funds with that of Eastern
States—and this has a pretty strong
bearing upon the question in connection
with which the Leader of the Opposition
and myself will attend the Conference
in Melbourne for which we are leaving
to-morrow, the transference of the State
Debts—comparing our sinking fund of
£1,300,000 with the others, we find
this position: New Scuth Wales has a
total sinking fund of 439,000, Victoria
£298,000, Queensland £68,000. South
Australia £144,000, Tasmania £214.,000.
The total of the whole of the other States

of the Commonwealth amounts to a little

over a million of money, whereas our
Sinking Fund accumulation is £200,000
odd more than the other States put
together.

Our Credit in the Monsy Market,

Members will see that the price of our
slock must of necessity be very favour-
ably affected by the invesiment of our
sinking fund. It stands to reason that
the trustees in l.ondon having these
moneys from time fo time to invest
in our own securities can materially
assist to keep our stocks on the money

market in a very favourable position, |

71 Ocroner, 1906.]

by the Treasurer. 1977

as indeed they are at the present
time. On the other hand we cannot get
away from the fact thal our stocks are
unfavourably affected by the fuct that the
country’s prowinent industry up to the
present time is miniig. Those who have
money to invest will of necessity luok on
gold-mininge as more or less of a tem-
perary character, although we know our-
selves that our gold mines, as I shall be
uble to show later on, promise to he of
the most |erinanent description; yet that
is & Feeling wmonyst financiers and those
investing monev; amd until we huve a
settled agricultural population, which we
are quickly obtaining daily in Western
Australia, we wust put up with the in-
fluence that this feeling has in connection
with our borrowings on the money
market. { should like to point eut that
our credit at the presest tite is unique
as fur as the Australian States are con-
cerned.  Omr 3% per cents. during tbe
rveur 1905.6 have made more substantial
advances thun any other 3} per cents. on
the list. We had a rise during the year
of £3, and the other States of the
Comnmonwealth have varied between § per
cent, and 24 per cent. Our 1927 3 per
cent. stocks are the 1hird highest of all
colonial stocks quoted on the market,
Canuda being first and Ceylon second;
and we are well ahead of any of the
Australasian 3 per cent. stock with the
exception of New Zealand.

M. Batr: Ours were th the lead of
New Zealand, in Saturday’s quotations.

Loan Monevs. how Expended.

Tae TREASURER: With regard to
the next Return No. 9, I should like to ex-
plain that the first column of this return is
the total amount of lous authorisations
charged up to the different works accord-
ing to appropriations which have been
made by Parliument from time to time.
The second coluinn shows the total
anthorisations less the amount redeemed,
nawrely £214.700, and credited to the
proper accounts. These redemptions
mmclude £115,600 of debentures of the
loans 1872-5 which were redeemed on
matority, and £99,100 worth nf deben-
tures of the loans 1878 to 1884 which
have been redeemed by annual drawings
as I have already explained.  The sink-
ing fund of these last loans, instead of
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accumulating at compound interest, 1s
sunk annually in the redemption of the
bonds which are drawn by lot in London.
This is of course a somewhat old-
fashioned proceeding, and it hus of late
years been replaced in regard to later
loans by purchasing our stock in the
open market. The result is virtually the
same as far as our stock is concerned,
but it has, as I have explained, a pretty
considerable bearing on the value of the
stock, our being 1n the position to
purchase. The third column shows
the actual cush spent to the 30th
June, exclusive . of flotation expenses
amounting to £719,260. [f we add
this sum, we have aa unexpended
balance of General Loan Fund of
£655,793, lheing the amount shown to
credit of the general loan fund, less the
sum of £145,362 expended during the
year from Loan Suspense Account.

Reproductive Works, Assels.

Return No. 10, the last of these,
shows the operations of the working of
the State’s chief trading concerns—Rail-
ways, Goldfields Water Supply, Fre-
mantle Harbour Works, State Batteries,
and the Copper Smeliing Works at
Ravensthorpe, which, as members are
aware, has been sold to Kaufman and
Company. After paying the whole of
the working expenses, not only the actual
interest on the total loan funds expended
on these works but also the interest at
4 per cent. on the capital expended out
of revenue, amounting in the aggregate
to £740,000, the net profic left is £44,128
to go towards the sinking fund. The
total capital expenditure on these works
from loan funds amounts to £13,836,000;
and if we add to this sum the expendi-
ture on reproductive works such as har-
bours and rivers generally, including the
Bunbury Harbour and the Albany and
Geraldton Harbours, amounting to
£528,000, the expenditure on Telegraphs
£332,000, Water Supply for Towns
amounting to £156,000, and the Pur-
chase of the Land ie comnpection with
the Great Southern Railway the value of
which is put down at £300,000, Water
Supply and Boring and other works in
connection with the general Development
of the Goldfields £715,000, Railways
under construction £252,000, all of
which more or less are reproductive
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works, we have over sixteen millions of
natienal  debt invested directly apd
indirectly in reproductive works. The
assets to be sef aguinst our national
debt not only represent in themselves
close on seventeen millions of money
investerd in reproductive works, but
are represented by several millions of
mouey which during the past ten
vears have been expended out of the
Consolidated Revenue in  permanent
public works; so that I think it will Lt
readily conceded that the Hnancial posi-
tion so far us this State is concerned is
equal to that of any other State of the
Commonwealth, and I venture to say
equal to that of any other couabry in the
British Empire.

Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure.

This brings me to the Estimates of
Revenue and Expenditure for the current
year of 1906-7; and before quoting any
of the figures, I should like to point out
that I have made some slight alterution
in the method of making the increases
and decreases. Iu the past it has been
the habit to show the outer two columus
as increases and decreases as compared
with the previous vear's vote. I con-
sulted the financial experts in convection
with the Treasury, and they agreed with
me it was a bad principle to compare the
vate of one Treasurer with the vote of
another Treasnrer, to this extent that,
neither of them is fixed, both being
werely the opinion of the Treasurer; so
that no good can result by saying that
Mr. Rason's estimate was so much last
year and Mr. Wilson’s estimate is so
much less this year. What we want to
find out is what is the actual cost of the
departments during the twelve months,
and compare the cstimate for the next
ensuing twelve months with the actual
cost, so that if it is more than the cost of
the past twelve months the Minister
in charge can find out the reason why,
and put his brains to work for de-
vising means of keeping the cost
down during the current twelve months.
It puts one in a false position with the
House also, because I as Treasurer may
estimate a sum of £10,000 for a certain
work or department, knowing full well
perhaps it may he exceeded during the
vear, ond during the year I expend say
£20,000 on that work; then my suc-
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cessor may come alonyg, and goiny iuto
the thing accurately may make a redue-
tion of £5,000, and may estimaie that
the same work can be carried out for
£15,000 during his term of office ; -yet he
would appear on the FEstimates to be ex-
pending £5,000 more than Idid, whereas
as a matter of fact he would be expend.-
ing £5,000 less, The other innavation,
as I may ferm it, is n connection with
the Estimates, and appears as appropria-
tions (at the end of the Estunates) from
the sale of Government Property Trusi
Account. It will be found on page 100,
and members will see thut it amounts to
£62,921. This is a fund which I find s
Iving to the uredit of the account at the
Treasury, the accumulation of the pust
two years.
obsolete or unusable stock and stores,
and the principal ilems are (speaking
from memory) rolling-stock £6,000, and
barges and dredges '£8,000 or £10,000.
Mewbers will see the details on the back
of the sheet. [M=z. Tavror: All loan
funds¥] Yes. These are the accumulu-
tions of the last two yeurs, and prior to

the 31st June 1904 the Loan Expenditure -

Accounts were credited with such sales.
This caused very serious cbjections, as
the published loan figures for one vear
were very often reduced in subsequent
years. It was commented on by the
Auditor General, who took very grave
exception to the system. He maintained,
and vightly so too, that it gave depart-
ments money to expend which they
were not aothorised by Parbiament to
spend. Then there were very strong
objections raised in the Treasury, becanse
it never allowed any loan items to be
finally closed, and often a loan itew had
to be reopened after years had passed by
to reduce the credit from Government
sales of property. Members will notice
that there is a Bill before the House, on
the Notice Paper, which is intended to
put this matter on a sound and proper
footing in future. In the meantime the
Government see no reason why fthis
£62,000 should lie in the Treasury, when
it can be better utilised by the money
being expended on works which are so
sadly needed in the couniry; therefore
we have added theseappropriations at the
end of the Annual Estimates, amounting
to £62,921, so that Parliament may give
us the necessary authority to expend the

[1 Ocronee, 1906.]
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money. On pages 2 and § of the Esti-
mates members will see the figures for
the year 1908-7, We began the year
with a deficit of £119,900, taking the
expenditure side,und our Estimatesof Ex-
penditure exclusive of the estimates pro-
vided by special Acts (over which the Trea-
surer hasnocontrol jamount to £2,652,658.
Added to this we have to put the expen-
diture under those special Acts £936,041,
making a total Estimated Expenditure of
£3,588,699.

Revenue for 1906.7, how Estimated
On the Revenue side we have revenue
collectable by the State, according to my

" estimate, amounting to £2,821,857. The

details of this revenue are shown on
pages B to 11, and underneath we have
the amount which the Commonwealth
Treasurer estimates to haud over to us
during the ensuing year £770,356,
muking a total Estimated Revenue of
£3,592,213. The Estimated Deficit on
the 30th June, 1907, amounts to
£116,386. So members will see that I
hope to end the present financial year
with & small eredit over and above the
actnzl expenditure and revenue for the
year’s working ; a small credit of £3,514
to zo towards the deficit which we are
carrying forward from the last financial
year—|interjection] —including the land
tax. Pages 8 to 11 of these Estimates
give detuils of the revenue. Tt is esti-
wated that in the State Revenue there
will be an incresse over last year of
£135,910, whereas on the other hand the
Commonwealth Reveoue shows a decrease
of £102,636, leaving a net increase from
the two sources of £33,274. The prin-
cipal items of increase are: Land Tax
£60,000, Land Sales £20,000. We
estimate to increase our Railways Revenue
by £19.000, 'owing to new lines being
opened up in onr agricultural districts,
and the very promising seasons so tar as
agriculturists are concerned. The Water
Supply, principally the goldfields water
supply, is responsible for the next main
increase £10,000; and other works and
services, including the sale of the copper
smelter at Ravensthorpe and the ore
left £18,000, amount to £35,000.

Expendilure for 1 po6-7, how Estimated.
On page 15 is a Summary of the Esti-
mated Expenditure, and members will
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see that the principal increuses include
£39,000 on expenditure provided for
by special Aects. This of course is
principally the natural increase in our
interest and sinking fund bill. There is
an increase of £12,000 in the expendi-
ture of the Education Department, and it
is estimated that the expenditure on the
railways will be £20,000 more than in
the previous year. Againse these in-
creases of expenditure, however, we have
some decreases. ‘The principal decrease
is in connection with the Treasury, !
£37,000, and that covers many itews, in-
clrding a reduction oun the Municipal |
Grants amounting to a sam of £12,000,
and the abolition of the bonus which for |
several years has been paid to the owners |
of the steamer “ Julin Percy,” a steamer |
trading between Fremantle and Gerald- !
ton; and I may say in connection with
the abolition of this bonus that the
Government has been enabled to nuke
such agreement with the principal steam-
ship companies as will maintain the low
rate of freight of 7s. Gd. per ton which
obtained during the period the **Julia
Percy ” was running between Fremantle
and Geraldton. The Governmeni has
also been able to go farther and make
such agreement with these companies
that the rates for the North-West
ports, prineipally Carnarvon, have been
materially reduced. [Mg. Horan: Was
it not the competition rather than the
Government which did that?] Not at
all. This was an arrangement entered
into by the Gevernment with those com-
panies, and it iz an absolute saving to
the State inasmwnch as the companies re-
quire no bonus at all, and have been
willing to enter into this arrangement
after due negotiation. The rate from
Carnarvon to Fremantle has heen reduced
from 32s. 6d. per ton to 20s. In the
Mines Department we show a decrease of
£62,000. This is principally brought
about by a decrease in the amount which
was provided last year of £38,000 for the
purchase and treatment of copper ore,
which 18 now not needed; also £15,000
which was provided for Sfate batteries,
and which this year we do not propose
to provide out of revenue, but to ’
provide so far as necessary from loan

funds. The Attorney General's Depart- !
ment shows a decrease in expenditure of |
some £5,000, ull of it in connection with |
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Electoral matters. We do not anticipate
any general election during the present
year, and therefure we shall be able to
strike off the £5,000 and odd hundreds
in connection with that. The Works De-
purtmient shows o decrease of £4,000,
being wmore than accounted for by 2
reduction in the Road Boards Grants;
and it is perhaps interesting to note
that whereus the Public Works Saluries
show a decreused amount on last vear
the total estimated expenditure is over
£20,000 more than last vear. On Roads
and Bridges outside the road boards
snbsidies we estimate to spend some
£38,000 as against £36,000 last year;
and on Harbours and Rivers we estimate
to spend £14,000 us against £11,000 last
year; on Water Supply and Drainage we
purpose spending some £20,000 us against
£12,000 last year; on Additions and
Repuirs to Buildings we expect to spend
£29,000 as against £26,000 last year;
on Selivol Buildings and school teachers’
qunrters throughout the State we hope
to spend as much as we did last year,
namely £23,000; on Cowrt-honses, Mines
Buildings, Gaols, Police Stations, and
Hospitals our expenditure this year is
estimated at £24,000 wore than it wus
last year. During the year 1904-5 as
compared with last year we let 255 con-
tracts in the Public Works Department,
amounting to £37,000. During the year
1905-6 which has just terminated, we let
268 contracts amounting to £222 000,
and this is not including the three light
agricultural railways the construction of
which by the department (construction
only) amounts to X£34440; so that
during the vear 1905-6 we put in hand
and let contracts for a total of works to
the value of £256,000, as against £97,000
during the year 1904-5. [Mx.Barn: Does
thatincludeexpenditure from loan funds ¥]
No; that is from revenue.

Haspital for the Insane.

The hospital for the insane 18 a work
which has cost a considerable amount of
moaney, und I have no doubt it has also
cost the Minister for Works a consider-
able amount of anxiety. 1t is a very big
undertaking, and a large umount of work
has heen Jdone during the last twelve
months. The administration bLlock, the
stores block, the kitchen block, the dining
and recreation hall, the male and female
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attendants’ blocks, and the workshops
are all practically ecompleted.  Provision
will be made on this year's Loan Estimates
to practically complete the Asylum. I
think it is a mistaken policy to keep this
wagnificent structure, with the large sum
of woney we have invésted there, in an
incomplete state. We hope that the
patients’ blocks, the isolation hospital,
the mortuary and machinery blocks will
all be practically completed during the
current vear; and when that is doune
there will be accommodation in this
hospital for the insane for 600 patients,
aceommodation which is badly needed.
I venture here io vemark that the asylun
will be one of the muost up-lo-date estab-
lishments in Australasia. "The grounds,
under the energetic care and wanuge-
ment of Dr. B’Ionhromel v, are being
utilised as far as possible for fruit-
growing, kitchen gardening, and farm
produce, all this tending to reduce the
cost of the establishinent. The cost per
- head for the maintenance of patienis
under Dr. Montgomery has heen reduced
from 17s. 1 1904 to 15s. 104, in 1905,
T may state without fear of contradiction
that there is nothing but a desire on the
part of the Government to exercise duve
economy throughout the different depart-
ments, and 1 hope the arduouns task
which Ministers have before them in
effecting these economies will be recoy-
nised.

Lands and Agriculiure,

I will briefly draw members' attention
to the Taands Department, which has
been so ably taken in hand by my chief
the Premier, and which is now in a fair
way to be put on o proper and sound
businesslike footing. Thut is a depart-
ment which, although it shows a
comparatively small decrease in expendi-
ture over last year, namely £1,280, shows
an actual decrease of £13,000 on the
vote for lust vear; and that is notwith-
standing the large amount of extra work
entailed in obtaining the extra £20,000
of revenue which we estimate to receive
this finaneinl year as compared with last;
also the carrring out of the Prewier’s
deceutralisation scheme, which I think it
will be readily recognised must of
necessity be of great beunefit to selectors
and others coming to our shores, The
development in connection with the

f1 Ocroner, 1906.]
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Agricultural Department under the Hon-
orary Minister (Mr, J. Mitchell) is most
satisfactory. He has taken charge of
this department although I am Minister
for Agriculture, and thanks are due to
him for having taken this department
entirely off my shoulders and managed it
in a most Dbusinesslike way. He has
taken his estimates in hand, and he
shows a decrease in the expeuditure for
the year of £5689. The priocvipal item
in this decrease is in connection with a
reduction whicl is effected in relatioun to
the upkeep and supervision of the
Babbit-proof Fence. He estimates to be
able to maintain  the rabbit-proof
fence for £3,000 less in sularies than
was thought necessarv during last year ;

~and he has also been able to make a

reduction of some £1,100 for State
Farms.  BEvery eredit 15 due to Mr.
Mitchell €or his efforts in this direction.

The Aborigines.

A few words in connection with the
Aborigines Department may not be amiss
at this juncture. Tt will be noted that
the total expenditure of the department
for 1905-6 was £15009. Reliet was
administered  pretty freely to over a
thousand aged, crippled, and destitule
aborigines  at a cost of £8,000, and
freants to institutions for the cure and
education of pative and half-caste child-
renr awounted to £2,463, the balance of
the expenditure heing for the provision
of clothing, mediual attendauce, shelters,
legal defence of aborigines before the
courfs, iransport, elcetern. No one
begrudges  this  expenditure; bat this
year I lave been able to frame my
Estimates so that the toctal expenditure
will, T hape, show o saving of £1,500 and
will not amount to more than £13,500.
A unumber of protectors has been ap-
pointed throughout the State, ivcluding
38 magistrutes, 31 police officers, and 15
private gentlemen; and two travelling
inspectors will be appointed itnmediately
the Estimates wre  passed, who will
inguire into the'condition of the nalives,
and see that they keep within certain
areas which will be set apart for them
under Section 39 of the Act, so that
natives will not he permitted to haunt
towns or saburbs.  Under the new Act
pussed last vear I think we shall be able
10 look after our native population much
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better than in the past, and ata con-
siderably decreased cost, which must be
satisfactory.

Economies in Administration.

Much has been said, more especially
during the debates on cur land taxution
proposals, of BEconomy in Administration,
The argument has been worn almost
threadbare in both Houses, that there s
no need for extra taxation, that what we
need is a reduction in the cost of
administration. My colleagues and I
also have always had that idea promi-
nently before us, and I think that the
figores I have just guoted for the
various departments of the Government
show thut we not only have had that
idea before ns but have acted upon it,
and have faken every means in our
power to economise wherever economies
were justifiable. We do not believe in
crippling any department for the sake of
saving money und showing a decrease in
the expenditure; but wherever we can
justify a decrease, wherever we can find
that there is an unwarranted expenditure,
there we have inserted the pruning knife
and cut down that expenditure. But I
wish members to follow me for a few
motuents whilst I deal with the argument
for economy, an argument that we can
get all we want by economising in
adininistrative expenditure. What de
the figures show? That on this year’s
Estimates of Expenditure totalling
£3,588,000, we have £936,000 provided
under fixed special Acts which no oune
can fouch, we have £1,596,000 to
provide for salaries and wages, and we
have £166,000 for incidentals which
have already been cut down to the lowest
ebb for this year at any rate, having been
reduced by the very respectable sum of
£12,000. So this leaves us, on the total
Estimates, a balance of £890,000 in
which we are ro effect the economies so
vigorously demanded. Members may
probably think that this £390,000 muy
be operated upon, at any rate to the
extent of £60,000 or £100,000, to pro-
vide all that is requived. As a matter
of fact, we have operated wupon the
items of whieh the sum is composed.
Let me point out that the items are as
follow. There are £40,000 for Surrevs,
and £4,000 for Tithography, Caves
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Board, eteetera. [f we dispense with our
surveyors we cannot expect to get any
additional incowe or perhaps we cannot
get as much as we received last year from
the Lands Department. We must keep
our surveyors, in order to earn that in-
come. The next item is £146,000 for
Munic¢ipal Subsidies, Literary and Scien-
tific Grants, Recreation Grants, Interest
and Exchange, Stamps, Travelling BEx-
penses of mewbers of Parliament over
the Midland Railway etcetera, Fire
Brigades, and Benevolent Grants. Most
of these have been reduced ; and I venture
to say we caonot altogether obliterate
any of the items so as to make any big
reduction which will, for instance, equal
the amount of the land tax. There is
£558,000 also n the Mines estimates, to
supply malterial for our batteries, and for
the upkeep of mines water supply, sur-
veys, eteetera.  IE we do not supply our
batteries with the necessary working
material, we cannot hope to derive a
revenue from those batteries; so mem-
hers will see that we have no apportunity
of deducting a Targe sum from any of-
these items. Of the £890,000 mentioned,
£316,000 is for our Railways, being the
estimated amount required for material,
stores, replacing ot relling-stock, and
payvment of compensation—prominent
items in all railway accounts. If we do
not provide money for these purposes
according to fhe reguirements of the
Commissioner of Railways, the same
argument :l.pplies: we cannot  get a
return from the Railway Department.
We have alveady cut down the items to
what we consider is the lowest figure
consistent with proper working. Tor
Hospitals, Poor Relief, Orphanages,
Police Protection etcetera, £130,000 is
provided ; and £14,000 is the estimate of
our Agricultural Department for the
Destruction of Wild Dogs and Mar-
supials, and Subsidies to Agricultural-
Societies. None of these items will
hear any farther reduction than we
have made, unless we agree to close
up our hospitals or a great portion
of them, or unless we are prepared to
reduce our police force, which reduction
is bardly possible with an increasing
population, or unless we allow the wild
dogs controlled by my friend Mr.
Mitchell to run free and commit their
l ravages unmolested on onr Hocks, We
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are left with the item for Salaries and
Wages and the item for Works.

Salaries and Wages, Classification.

With regard to Saluries and Wages, I
would point out that we have a Civil
Service Commissioner who has recently
classified one branch of the service, and
that Classification has heen adopted by
the Government. It has been adopted
because we felt that we must give o fair
trial to his scheme of classification, and
that any errors and omissions therein
will be Fully ventilated, fully brought
hefore the Commissioner, the public, and
the Government, on appeal. The item of
Salaries outside the control of the Public
Servive Commissioner represents raibway
salaries und wages; and these saluries
and wages, as members know, are fised
more or less hy agreement between the
Railway Commissioner and the men.
But if that were not so, I venture to
assert that there would not be one mem-
ber in this Chamber who, at the present
juncture at any rate, on the figures 1
have shown, would wish to reduce our
railway men's wages for the sake, if it
were possible, of avolding the land tax
which we have passed in this House.

{1 Ocroser, 1906.]

We come to the item of £202,000 for

our Public Works Department, the oniy
one left to carve. The money is to be
expendeil on roads bourd grants amount-
ing to £42,000, and £155,000 is for
works, buildings, furniture, etceters. Of
course, we could allogether cut off this
item, if that were deemed desirable; buab
its deletion would mean the stoppage of
must of the hundred and one works which
we require throughout the length and
breadth of this land, and which mean so
much to the well-being of the people.
Members will. I think, agree that it is
better far for uvs to go gradually to work
with our retrenchment, if we may call it
such, to go gradully to work with our
cconmnies so that any changes which we
make and which are wanted—of course
they will net be made unless they are—
may be gradual chaoges that will not
inflict undue and severe hardship on
civil servants and others employed by the
Government. As to Classification, T
should like to remind members that
although some decreases have been shown
by the Public Service Commissioner, as
well as some increases, we have taken
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care that all decreases shall be spread
over a considerable number of years, in
order to avoid hardship; and in no
instance bave we sanctioned a decrease in
the salary of any public servant who is
receiving £150 per annum or under. We
consider that £180 is little enough for a
man, especially for a married man, tolive
on; and it would be vowise economy and
bad policy to allow men receiving such
salaries to have their incomes reduced.
We therefore provide on the Estimates
to pay them the full salary which they
are now receiving.

The Retrospective fnereases.

Another item [ may mention is £3,070
provided for the Retrospective Increases
to Public Servants for the year 1902-3;
and that is ou the basis recommended to
the Government by the Under Secretaries
who met in conference and evolved a
scheme to carry out the promise made by
successive Governments for the past three
or four years. Some members, perhaps,
are not conversant with this transaction
the historv of which takes us back to the
time of the Leake Government in 1902.
During that vear mo increases were
shown on the Hstimates, us a public
service commission was then sitting ; but
it was promised that increases recom-
mended by the commission and subse-
quently confirmed by Cabinet should be
retruspective to the date of the Estimnates
for that year. This promise was con-
firmed Dby succeeding Governments, and
although (he report of the public service
commission which sat during the Leake
vigime was not adopted by the Govern-
inent, vet it was understood that advances
which the civil seevants might reasonably
have wxpected during the vear 1902
would be forthcoming. Nothing farther
happened until July of last vear, when
the then Premier, Mr. Daglish, referred
the whole problem to the Under Secre-
tavies of the Departinents, to recom-
mend a satisfactory method of dealing
with the matter and closing it up.
Unfortunately it was left; then there
were changes in the Government, and
eventually the matter came again before
Cabinet 10 March of this yenr. It was
then decided that the recommendations
of the Under Secretaries shonld be
adopted, and the amount necessary to
pay these back or retrospective increases
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should be provided on this year's Esti-

mates. This is the item which members
sec thereon.

Federal Financial Proposals.

At this juncture, having dealt so ex-
tensively with the Estimates and finances
of our State, perhaps it will not be out
of place for me to make a few remarks
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loss of abont £300,000 a year. But althouy!
I have neverseen any dieposition on the par
of the members of this Pariinment to act cthe
than fairly and generously to the severa
States, I recognise that it is not right that th

, finances of the States should be uncertain o

in connection with the Federal Finaacial |

Proposals. Of eourse I recognise that

this 18 o most difficult subject to deal

with, and indeed 1 do not purpose
to-night, in the short time at
disposal, to attempt to go into this ques-
tion fully, for many reasons. I feel we
cannot afford to approach o question of
this importance to our State in amy
spirit of antagonism. Our olject onght
to be to arrive at a fair and equitable
solution of all the difficulties as thev are
presented to us by either the Federal
Government or by the. Coulerence of
State Premiers and Treasurers which is
about to assemble. I think we ought
also to keep prominently before ourselves
the fact that the Federal Governmont and
the Federal Parliament vepresent the
people of Australin as a whole, even as
we vepresent the people of our own
State of Western Australin, and that
both of us should be credited with o
desire to act fairly and equitably one to
another ; and I am happy to-night to be
uble to say that all the evidence goes to
show that the desire to deal wnofairly
with Western Australia is more on
the part of individual Governments of
Btates of the Commonweaith than on
the part of the Federal Government.
If members will refer to the Budget
Speech delivered by the Right Hon. Sir
Jobn Forrest, Federasl Treasurer, they
will sve that he also noted and took ex-
ception o the extraordinary action of the
State Premiers when they, or at least a
majority of them, came to a decision at «
Conference held early in this year that
after this month of October the Federal
Government.  should be requested to
distribute the surplus Commonwealth
revenue on a per capife basis.  Sir John
Forrest, on page 40, savs :—

My confidence is somewhat shaken when I
notice that resolutions have been passed in

Conference and in Parliament, asking for a
per capila distribution under which the State

my .

unsafe, and dependent on the annual votes o
thia Parliament. We should therefore begi
to prepare at once for the time when the
Braddon provision will become alterable,
The resolution, 45 I have mentioned, wa:
passed at the Conference of Stat
Premiers early this year, and was of:
sweeping nature. It was as follows : —

That in the opinion of ikis Conferenca thi
book-keeping method should terminate at the
and of the five years—

That is October, the present month—
that three-fourths of the Customs and Excis
Revenue shonid be returned to the States o1
A per capita basis.

The Premiers of Queensland, South Aus
tralia, and Tasmania voted in favour o
this extruordinary motion. New Soutl
Wales and Victorin dissented, anc
favoured a propusal oo the following
lines -

The book-keeping period only to be ex
tended for a limited time, and with a sliding
scale in respect of refurns to the State, so tha
within such time the amount to be returnec
to ench State wonld gradually come to a tru
per cupita basis.

Of course they did not go into the detail:
as to how they intended to arrive at thi:
satisfuctory position: bus at any rat
this second proposal shows that so far a
New South Wales and Victoria are con
cerned, their inclination was to trea
Western Australin fairly, and that they
did not approve of the action of the other
Premiers. They certainly disapproved
as I disapprove most strongly, of the
suggestion of one of those gentlemer
that if Western Australia did los
£300.000 per aunnum. she could com
nnder the clause seeking relief from th
Federal Government. I can only sa)
that this bare-faced proposal en the pan
of vertain of the Premiers to roh Wester:
Australia of some £300,000 per annun
must weet with the condempation o
all. It savours of brigandage; it is liks
the action of the needy stockbroker v
the speculator whoe tries to beoefit by
trading on the credulity, the ignorance
or spirit of gambling inherent generally
in the people of Australia ; 1t remind:
e of the action of the ~bulls” anc

of which I am a representative wonld suffer a | “bears™ who rig the market to servi
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their own ends; of actions in the early
ages when princes and rulers cast
covetous eyes on the accrued wealth of
their wneighbours and took concerted
action to despoil those veighbours. 1
admit that this feeling is still existent to
some extent between Governments; but
I contend that it should never he main-
tained between people of one flesh and
blood, people of the same country, having
the sawe aspiraticns as we can claim with
our Eastern neighbours. I would warn
those Premiers that they should not use
their power and influence to rouse the
sordid appetites of their people to desire
what does not belong to them, that they
muost not rob Western Australia for the
benefit of their own States, and that this
act of theirs to try und strangle Western
Australia in her struggle for wealth, pro-
gress, and prosperity cannot and will not
receive the support of any right-thinking
people. I hope that in the coming Con-
ference our proceedings will be based on
the one desire to deal fairly, honourably,
and equitably with those matters which
come before us, and that whatever the
other States or their representatives may
think, they will endeavour to deal with this
State generously. Otherwise, I can readily
see that if they insist upon taking up a
stand which no one can consider an
honest one, such action may eventually
be taken which may shake the founda-
fions of the Commonwealth itself. T
hope, and I am buppy to think, that the
settlement of our financial difficulties will
not be in the hands of those three gentle-
men who wanted to pass a resolution of
that description and establish what would
have been such a great wrong to our
State of Western Australia. I would give
much to preserve the unity of the Com-
moowealth, because I can see, as others
must of necessity see, that the nations of
the Far Bast are gvadually and surely
growing in puwer and strength, they are
surely growing in population, wealth, and
civilisation; and I can readily conceive
that if we do not stand together as one
Commonwealth and one Empire, we shall
bave something to fear from the aggrand-
isement of the nations T have referred to.
But the terms affecting the Common-
wealth must be equitable toall the States;
and I for one shall not be a party to see-
ing Western Australia’s treasury-chest
robbed for the sake of supplying funds

{1 Ocroeer, 1906.]
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to those of our mneighhours who cast
covetous eves an our prosperity.

Revenue Relurnable, State Debts,

Let me briefly refer—und perhaps itis
ooly just that I should refer briefly—to
the proposals that have been put forward
by tbe Federal Treasurer in comnection
with these financial watters. The two
questions which are paramount are the
Pavments by the Commonwealth to the
different States of the Surplus Common-
wealth Revenue and the Transfer of the
State Debts. As to the distribuiion of
the surplus Commonwealth revenue, the
proposals are briefly as follow. Sir.John
Forrest proposes that we should continue
as al the present time by extending the
book-keeping peviod to the year 1910,
that is they shall continue to return to
each State the whule of the unexpended
balance of the revenue collected in that
State, and that from the year 1910 up to
the year 1920 the Commonwealth should
pay a fized sum to each State on the
basis of three-fourths of the revenue from
customs and excise collected on account
of each State during the five years from
the present year to the year 1910 inclu-
sive. Thig i1s a very complicated ques-
tion; and the action I took, directly I
gaw the details of this scheme, was that
the Premier sent u long telegram to the
Prime Minister of Australin protesting
that a complicated question of this sort
should bhe submitted to & committee of
experts, in ovder that every phase of the
inancial problem might be threshed out
by men accustomed to finances and
figures, that they might ascertain exactly
how each State would stand if the
proposal were adopted and what the
result would be, so that those who come
after them and eventually decide for or
against the proposal may he armed with
the conclusions of the experts trained to
this class of business. I tbink perhaps
we shall be able to present that view
of the question pretty Fforcibly at
the Conference when we reach Mel-
bourne on Monday next. According
to our own Statistical Actvary, Mr.
Wickens, who has examined these figures
very carefully, he bas taken asa basis
for his criticism that if this system of
Sir John Forrest’s hud been in vogue
during the past three years, he found that
Western Australia would have contri-
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buted £105,000 per annum to the excess
fund, and that if this excess fund had
been expended iu the different Stutes on
the per capife basis it would bave re.
sulted in Western Australia having puid
during those three years £74,000 for
the benefit of the States of Queensland,
South Australia, and Tasmania, Now I
venture to think that we will all object
to a proposal which may possibly work
out with disastrons results to our State.
such as I have wmentioned. I object
again to Western Auastralia being ex-
ploited for the benefit of Eastern States.
I can readily see that this may not be a
proper basis for calculation to take three
years, or that even if it be a proper basis
for calculation il may not work out
to the same result as if we took the
subsequent five years as a basis of
the returnable amount for each State.
But still, these being the only figures we
have at present to go on, they support
my contention that the matter is one of
guch complication that we wmust have
expert advice and assistance in solving
it.  The weakness of the whole scheme
apparently lies in the fact that the
Federal Treasurer intends to retain oue-
fourth of the total customs and excise
duties of each State, to retain that fourth
regardless of whether it is really required
for Federal purposes and regardless of
the cost of administering the Pederal
Departments in the States. -

Tea and Kerosene Duties.

It is also part of the proposal that
after 1910 the Commonwealth may imn-
pose duties to be ear-marked for specific
purposes. This is a matter that wust
engage the serious attention of my
colleague the Leader of the Opposition
and myself at the Conference; and T
venture to say that if such a clause were
placed in the amendment of the Consti-
tution Act, Western Australia would
suffer most seriously, especially if those
specific duties were placed on tea and
kerosene as has already Dbeen suggested.
Western Australia, with her adult popu-
lation and her large goldfields population,
is a much larger consumer of these
articles than any of her neighbours. The
consumption per head of our population
of tea for the vear 1905 was 905lbs., as
compared with 6-59lbs. for the rest of
the Commonwealth; and the consump-
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tion of" the article of kerosene for the
same year amounted to 8451 gallont
per head of the population, as opposed

to 368 gallons per head for the
rest of the Commonwealth. Mem.
bers see, therefore, that we have

this unfortunate position, that a ta3
placed on these two articles of tea and
kerosene as has been suggested, to raise
a sufficient sum of money to establish an
old age pension scheme for Australia
which is estiinated to cost one and a-hall
millions per annum, would necessitate
Western  Australin’s vaising at  leasi
£147,000 per anoum by these two duties,
based on our imports for the year 1905
Aund as onr proportion to such a scheme
of old age pensions would amount tc
£43,000 per annum, we should have in
addition to paying our portion of these
pensions to contribute £104,000 to sup-
port the aged poor of the other States.
Another phase of the question is thai
a tax sufficient to ruise this sum ol
money to pay our proportion of this old
age pension schewme, on the two articles
just mentioned would mean 8d. per lb. on
tea aud 7d. per gallon on kerosene ; a tax
I venture to say which would virtually
restrict the importations, and possibly tc
a great extent result in the failure of the
scheme. T mention these matters briefly
in order to show how carefully any pro-
posals of this deseription must be con.
sidered by the representatives of Western
Australia, how very carefully such pro-
posals should be considered by the
Parliament of Western Australia, before
coming to any decisive conclusion in con
nection with the matter. I venture tc
state that a scheme of this deseription,
or if any alteration of the Conatitution
be adopted which will permit of an actior
of this description, must be accom-
panied, as a fundamental principle, with
the return to Western Australia and tc
the other States (if they be in the same
position as Western Australia) of any
amount which they may collect in exces:
of the amount reguired by such Stat
to pay its proportion of the old age
pension scheme referred to. It is 2
simple matter, and does wvot Inear
the cost and expense of extending
the bookkeeping period, because no book.
keeping will be required so long as we
are dealing with fixed duties. If we are
dealing with ad valorem duties, it becomes
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more intricate and more expensive.
easy to calculate, from the importations
of tea and keroseme, how mmuch of the
duties on these articles the Common-
wealth collected belongs to any given
State ; and certainly in my present frame
of mind [ am strongly oppnsed to the
suggestion that we should have specific
duties on the lines which hauve been
indicated.

Transfer of State Debts, Right to Borrew.

With regard to the other mwost impor-
tant matter, the Transfer of State Debts,
this is also of very serious moment as far
as weare concerned. It is a large ques-
tion, and requires the most searching
investigations that can be obtained at the
hands ot experts. I believe I am voicing
the opinion of this House, and I hope I
am also in accord with the Leader of the
Opposition, when I say that we must
oppose any scheme which will limit our
right to borrow money when and how we
thunk fit. This is a young country, com-
paratively speaking. It is a country
which, although it has made such strides
in material advancement during the past
15 years as I have shown, is not any-
thing like fully developed; and it is a
country wherein we must have control of
our own financial arrangements, in order
to raise the necessary funds to develop it
and produce the wealth which un-
doubtedly exists within our borders. A
scheme to take over the whole of the
State debts, giving credit to Western
Austrana for her accumulated sinking
fund, which I hbhave shown already
amounts to as much as all the sinking
funds of the other States put together,
and providing for a hall per cent. sink-
ing fund in the place of that which we
already provide in our State finances,
would undoubtedly be an advantage, and
mean a considerable decrease in our
annual interest and sinking fuad hill.
But again we must emphasise the posi-
tion which I took up before, that it must
be incumbent, if we are to consider it at
all, that we have absolute freedom, not
only freedom but the undoubted right
as far as we are concerned, to call
on the Commonwealth to flout our loans
when and how we require them. Itisa
guestion which is too complicated to
arrive at a hurried conclusion about, and
I think we shall be wise in listening to
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all that the represeatatives of the other
States have to say on this question he-
fore we commit ourselves in any shape
or form. At any rate, L do not intend to
commit this State to uny proposal of this

- description, anything that will tie our

hands in the advancement of our country,
I certainly shall oppose, with all the
strength at my command, any suggestion
to hand over the rajlway svstem of
Western Australia to the tender mercies
of the Federal Parliament.

Gold-mining, a good Prospect.

I want to draw attention to the state of
our main iodustry in West Anstralia,
and the conclusion I wish briefly to draw
for the benefit of the Commitiee is that
nofwithstanding we hear some rumours
and complaints with regard to hard
times, yet the whole of our vecords, at
any rate so far as the past year 1905 is
concerned and the early portion of this
year, go to show that we are steadily
advancing, as I pointed out at the incep-
tion of my speech. The gold-mining
industry, which is of course the most im-
poriant industry as yet in Western Aus-
tralia, so far as the output is concerned
has done very much for Western Aus-
tralia; and perhaps it will be interesting
fo remark that the first gold in Western
Australia was discovered just 21 years
ago, in 1885, at Kimberley. Tn that
year we produced some £1,148 worth
of gold; in 1906 we turned out over a
million pounds worth of gold; in the
meantime Cooigardie and other centres
were discovered, and of course our gold
preduction was progressing very rapidly.
In 1905 (last vear) we turned out over
£8,305,000 worth of gold; and for the
six months ending 30th June last we
produced £3,843,000 worth of gold.
The total amount of gold terned out in
‘Western Australia up to the present time
represeunts the stupendous amount of 487
tons, the vaiue being £67,000,000. The
first dividends from the gold mines were
paid in 18%0, and they amounted to
£1,250. In 1895, we distributed in
dividends £2,167,000, and during the
six months ending 30th June of this
year we distributed £972,000 in divi-
dends. The total dividends paid since
the inception of this industry have
amounted to 15 millions of moner.
Surely this is something to be proud of,
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8o far as the gold-mining industry is con-
cerned ; and the output of gold during
the year 1905 just passed was 1,955,000
fine ounces, while the cutpat of the whole
of the other States of the Commonwealth
only amounted to 1,708,000 fine ounces,
so that Western Aunstralia turned out
247,0000zs. more than the whole of the
other States of the Commonweunlth put
together. The output for the first
seven months of the present year was
1,054,0000zs. This points totheconclusion
that the total output for this year may be
somewhat under last year, hut I would like
to refer here to the factthat notwithstand-
ing our output way be somewhat less
this year than last year, yet the reports
we have received from the different
mintng centres are most favourable and
new districts are opening up well.  There
are Higginsville and the conutry north of
Black Range, and another district called
Barrambie, on the Murchison fields. The
State smelting works (copper) having
been disposed of to the Hnglish com-
pany referred to, who have acquired
most of the leases on that field, pro-
mises developnient on a very large scale;
and it is pleasing to think that af any
rate this action on the part of Mr. Kauf-
man and his friends io taking up the
Phillips River district and putting such a
large amount of capital there shows that
there is some renewed confidence hy in-
vestors in our mining industries.

The Golden Mile, Decp Mining.

I have had lately a note from Mr. Rd.
Hamilton in connection with the develop-
ment of the Golden Mile and some of the
other main mining propositious’ in our
State, and perhaps I may quote from
that. He says:~—

The ore-bodies now look as if they might
easily po to twice the depth to which they
have been already worked. In most of them,
howerer, the grade is mueh lower than in the
shallow levels, but there appears to be a more
uniform value for the last 300 o 500 feet in
depth. This value may be looked upon as
ranging from 9 to l4dwts per ton. In the
Great Boulder we have not yet cut the lodeat
the 2,050ft. level, but are expecting to do sc
daily. There is very little doubt that we shall
find the lode, but have no idea what the value
will be. The prospects in the Lake View,
Agsociated, Perseverance, South Kalgurli,
Oroya-Brownhill, Cosmopolitan, Gwalia, and
Fingal are hetter than they were 12 months
ago. Some of these mines, as you are aware,
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have reached a considerable depth. This lie
includes the principal mines of the State.
This T think, from a man like B
Hamilton, is reassuring, because he ¢
all. men I think connected with on
mining indostry generally errs on th
side of caution, and when he says tha
there is & promising future, and ths
these mines will probably reach twic
the depth they lave obtained to-daj
which as some members are aware i
some 2,000 feet, we must come to th
couclusion that the gold-mining industr
of our State has yel very many years t
run, bringing wealth und prosperity {
our State.

Other Minerals, a marked adzvance.

The other nunerals produced in ot
State during the past year and durin
the first six wonths of the present yea
show a marked advance and improve
ment. The output of tin for the si
months ending June, 1906, was 574 ton
valued at £57,000, as against £58,81
for 854 tous for the whole of 1904. Th
total tin produced in Western Australi
was of the value of nearly £500,000, an
the weight was 7,503 tons. Coppe
during the zix months ending June, 190
was produced to fhe extent of 3,06
tons, valued at £16,658," as again
£25,000 for the whole of 1904, durin
which year we produced 3,968 tons. Tl
total copper produced in the State «
Western Australia amounts to 58,00
tons, or a value of £327,000. Membe
will see that during the six months ¢
the present yéar iv tin and copper w
have produced almost as much as w
produced during the whole of the ye:
1904,  Other minerals for the six mont}
just ended awounted to 75,000 tons, ¢
the value of £30,000. The men employe
in this great industry on the 30th Jur
last nuinbered 16,736, and in addition t
that number there were some 1,3C
diggers prospecting and working i«
themselves. These figures are prett
much the same as last vear's figures, an
show that notwithstanding any litt
flucinations in the ountput of our mine
the same number of bands is practicall
belng employed to-day as was bein
employed 12 months ago. On the Pi
barra fields we have very encouras
ing reports indeed of mining, principal
of course in connection with the pr
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duction of tin, which is very active,
particularly at Wodgina and Moolyella,
and promising reports have heen received
in privaie communications from Mool-
yella. Some 300, I understand, are at
the present time doing remarkably well
with alluvial tin. Greenbusbes has never
been more prosperous than it is to-day.
Of course the high rates for tin naturally
cause vigorous development, and I should
like here to point out that the Mines
Department, under the able administra-
tion of my colleagne Mr. Gregory, has
been assisting prospecting purties, and
29 public batteries give every facility to
prospectors and others for havieg their
ore crushed. Geographical surveys have
been carried out in many centres, and
the question of water supply on the
various mining fields has had the Min-
ister's most careful uttention during the
past 12 months, bores and wells having
been sunk and tanks construcied in
lifferent districts.

Collier Coal, hopeful outiook,
It would be hardly fair to close wmy
~emarks in regard to this our main
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indivation ut any rate that good is being
done on our goldfields and that the Gold-
filds Water Supply Scheme is deing
its share in promoling the production
of the gold. T'he past year of the scheme
has heen the most successful experienced
That of course is
natural, perhaps.  The consumption has
increased from 510 million gallons to
600 million gallous, and the revenue as
compared with the previous year has
increased from £141,000 to 159,000. The
actual working expenses during last year
were £44,500, as compared with £42,800
in the preceding year. A reserve fund
hus been created in connection with the

: gchome in order to provide for the main-

ndustry withoot a few words in refer-

mee to Collie coal, and 1 am pleased to-
right to be in a position to suy that all
:he mives in Colle are in full work, and
hat lust month the output of Collie coal
vag o record in the history of the in-
lustry, being over 14,000 tons. I am
dvised that private trade has increased
©0 some extent, and generally speaking
he outlonk for the tuture is of a very
wpeful description. The completion of
he Collie-Narrogin Railway, which is
iow being put in bhand and pushed
orward as fast as possible, will provide a
arther outlet in the Great Southern

district whicb has hitherto been un- '

ouched. There are now 322 men
mployed at the Collie, and the Govern-
aent is usiog every effort on its parb to
ee that the consumption of our local
uel iz encouraged to the utmost extent.

Goldfields Water Supply.

I would remind members that in con-
:ection with our mining industry we
ave that great scheme the Goldfields
Vater Supply Scheme closely allied, and

tenance and upkeep of the pipe track
more particularly, and also to provide
for the depreciation in counection with
the machinery spares. The gross profit
during the last financial year earned for
the State Treasury amounted to £103,000.
This profit is suflicient to pay all the
interest and sinking fund on the £250,000
supplementary debenture capital account,
and all the interest on the main capilal
acconnt in addition, chiefly on the 2}
million pounds which was  specially
horrowed for the completion of this
scheme, and leave a halance of £3,000
as a gontribution tewards the heavy
sinking fund of £81,000 on that main
capital account. The difference, of course,
last year as in previons years of £78,000,
the bulance of the sinking tund on the
main capital account, falls upon yeneral
revenue. The dryness of the past summer
no doubt had something to do with the
heavy consumption, but more especially
I think the extension of distributing
pipes in every direction where remunera-
tive trade could be done had to do with
this inerease in consumption. These

. things and the quoting of specially low

ny progress that this water scheme is
waking, any increase in the amount of .
svenue collected, must of necessity bean

rates in certain directions, such as
parks, gardens, and street watering,
no doubt were some of the main

features in causing so much water to be
consumed. During the year operations
have been extended to Bulong, 20 miles
east of Kalgoorlie. As members are
aware, Midland Junction and . Guildford
have been coupled up with the water
scheme. The latter towns of course are
supplied by gravitation, and this has
enabled the Minister for Works to supply
the water at such favourable rates as
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must tend to the permanent benefit of
these two towns. Bulong water is
pumped from Boorara, and it is hoped
that the laying ou of the water to Bulong
will result in a fresh impetus being gwen
to mining companies in that centre. Al
Southern Cross the water scheme has cer-
tainly been very largely appreciated.
Water has been supplied there at the
low rate of 3s. per thousand gallons for
low-grude shows, and at the present time
five mines are working very low-grade
stone with very satisfactory results. It
is the intention of the Government and
the Minister in charge of this great
scheme to pursue the policy of extension
wherever payable business can be reason-
ably assured, and whilst the policy will be
to retain the present business and the pre-
sent eopsumption at the standard prives,
it is intended to quote specially cut prices
for any excess consumption. The matter
is in the hands of my friend the Minister
for Works (3r. Price), and he, at the
present time, s entering into certain
negotiations, which perbaps will be
brought to a certain conclusion, not only
in the interests of the mines and the
people of the goldfields, but also to give
us that increased revenue which I have
estimated to receive from this most im-
portant department.

Land Settlement, how progressing.

After dealing with the vast importance
of our mining industry, and having dealt
with it rather fully, it is necessary that T
should draw members’ attention to the
important guestion of land settlement
and agricultural pursnits. The history
of other countries all tends to show that
whereas gold-mining has brought rapid
population and rapid weulth to thuse
countries in whick the precious metal
has been discovered, when that in-
dustry has done its work by atbract-
ing population and has reached  its
normal level, and in some instances
perhaps has passed away, agricul-
ture then becomes the permanenf main-
stay of those countries, and I have
no reason to doubt that history will
repeat itself so far as our State of
Western Australia is concerned, and that
whilst we Jook with admiration and pride
upon the results of our mining develop-
ment, we must all congratulate our-

selves that onr agricoltural development |
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is now entering on a phase which promnis
to show abnormal results so far as thi
State is concerned. A brief ‘glance =
the history of the present wave of settl:
ment in our State may be instructive an
interesting. When the Land Regule
tions of 1487 came into force, the area
held under conditional purchase in th
whole of the State totalled 342,000 acre:
and in 1895, ¢ight years later, the tot:
area, was 525,000 acres. In 1893 th
land revenue was only £66,000, and i
1894 it had increased to £82,000. I
1895, owing of course to the very larg
development of our goldfields and 1
some degree to the large sales of tow
lots, the land revenue jumped to £153,00(
almost doubling the figure for the px
ceding gear. In 1893 the sales of tow
lots totalled only £2,569; und in 189
those sales had increased eightfold
totalling £21,000; whilst in 1835 o
less o sum than £89,407 was realised b
the sale of these lands. The year 189
witnessed the commencement of the er
of our agricultural settlement. In the
year we had 433 applications under cor
ditioual purchase, covering 73,000 acre:
In 1896 there were 807 application
comprising 155,000 acres, double the are
for the previous year. In 1897, owin
to the boow caused by the throwing ope
of agricultural Jlands on the Gre:
Southern Railway, 1,871 selections wer
approved, tutalling 318,000 acres, thus i
two years doubhng the agricultural lanc
held’; and selection went on apace unt
1902, when half o willion acres wer
selected under conditional purchase an
kindrved forms of alienation in tk
ooe vear. In 1902 the farm land
held, exclusive of poison leases, totalle
two and a-half illion acres, I
1904 an additional 1,350,000 acres w:
taken up, and in 1905, despite tk
partial stoppage of selection of secon
and third elass lands, 1,235,000 acre
wag taken up. Returns for the last tw
years show a very large increase in tkt
pumber of applications of all classe
For the finuncial year 1904-5 applic
tions amounting to 15,955,000 acres we:
received ; and for 1905-6 the total ha
increased to 20,171 acres, the increas
of course being mainly in pastoral seled
tions. There is to some extent w
apparent sct-back in selections wit
alienation in view, that is selections ¢
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farm lands; but the figures I will read
show that bona fide selection at any rate
had not appreciably fallen away to any
great extent, because in 1904-3 we bad
conditional purchases amounting to
748,000 acres, and in 1905-6 they
amounted to 730,000 acres—an atmnost
equal area. The free homestead farms
amounted in 1904-5 to 213,000 acres,
and fell away in 1905-6 to 155.000 acres.
Grazing leases and poison leases fell
away to scarcely anything in 1905-6,
owing to the entire withdrawal of in-
ferior lands from selection under grazing
and poison leases, that action being
thought necessary by the Government.
The falling off in the applications for
homestead farms is due lo the abolition
of the old system of, granting free passes
to intending selectors. Many persons
secured free passes to go into the country
for the purpose of inspecting land which
they said they wished to take up ; and on
paying the application fee of £1 they
received also a return pass to the
place from which they came.
system resulted in a great number of
homestead farme being applied for;
and in many cases the transactions went
no farther than the pavment of the £1

the goldfields to the couniry or from a
coastal town to the country, and a free
pass for the return journey. To em-
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that we may expect great developnent
in agricultural and pastoral pursuits;
and I venture to think that the new
Land Bill whick the Premier has in-
troduced to the House, having for its
object restriction of the accuwulation of
unduiy large areas, the prevention of
speculative selection, and the continuity
of improvements and assistance to bona
Jide selectors, togetLer with the scheme
which T have already meutioned of de-
centralisation and survey before selection,
must materially assist in the progress of
lanid sottlement. In addition to the large
settlement on Crown lands we find
the Midland Railway Company lands
now being thrown opet aud dealt with.
The locking-up of those lands, which has
proved such 2 hindrance to the full
expangion of our agricultural industry
during so mauny years past, is now at an
end; and with the consent of the
Governinent the company is undertaking
a vigorous policy of land settlement.
Recently the first sales were held, com-
prising town and agricultural lands in
the vicinity of Moura and Koojan, when
47 town lots—about 11 acres——were sold
for £1,834, and 66 agricultural lots com-

. prising 22,915 acres realised 4£34,156.
fee, which carried with it a, free pass from

phasise this pnint I may mention that -

last year no fewer than 500 free farm
grants had to be cancelled for non-
compliance with conditions. At the
present time no persou holding wmore
than 100 acres of land is allowed to select

2, homestead farm; therefore the pumber -

of such homestead farms may be taken I
think as an indication of the extent to
which new settlement is progressing. In
the year 1905-6 we had no fewer than
982 free farms granted; and the 982
persons who took up those farms may be
considered as new and bona fide settlers.
To show concisely the extent to which
settlement bas proceeded during the past
five years, I may point out that the area
keld under conditional purchase has in-
sreased from 1,200,000 acres to 3,000,000
acres; and the area of homestead farms
has increased from 236,000 acres to
323,000, while the area under pastoral
lease bas increased from 86,000,000
‘o 144,000,000 acres. This indicates

‘oats from 4,800 acres to 15,700,

T'he company gives terms of payment
extending over 15 years, with intereat
added for agricultural lands. Taking
everything into consideration, I think we
may look forward to a period of progress
and prosperity in respect of land settle.
ment during the next year.

Agricultural Development.
This brings me teo the agricultural indus-
try itself; and I think T way fairly claim
that Western Australia has undoubtediy
established its right to be classed as an
agricultural country. No branch of the
industrial life of our Staie bas sbown
more solid progress than the agricultural
industry ; and this is proved by the large
areas which are now under ecrop. In
1901 we had only 201,000 acres under
crop, whereas to-day we have 365,000
acres, an increase of 80 per cent. in five
vears. In the same period the area
under wheat increased from 74,000 acres
tn 195000 acres; the area under
1n
addition to which the ucreage under
hay increased from 104,000 to 125,000;
and the acreage of our orchards from
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5,300 to 11,000; while the total area of
arable land has increased from 384,000
to 779,000 acres. 'The ringbarking of
land has increased considerably. The
land ringbarked and partially cleared to-
day in preparation for the plough, or
otherwise for grazing purposes, totals
1,692,000 acres as against 835,000 acres
five years ago. Our wheat production is
most satisfactory, for during any one
of the five years I have referred to the
wverage yield of wheat bas never been
less than 10 bushels per acre in Western
Aunstralin; and the average for the whole
five years was 111 bushels per acre, and
sometimes it has been as high as 30busbhels
per acre. This average exceeds that in
any large wheat-producing State of the
Commonwealth, and is only exceeded by
the average of two States, Tasmania and
Queensland. The New South Wales
average is 101 bushels agninst our aver-
age of 111 for the same peviod; the
Victorian average is 8! bushels as
againgt our 114; the South Australian
average is 5§ bushels as against our 113,
A promising feature of our wheat pro-
duction—the feature which goes a long
way to substantiate the c¢laim I have
advanced that we have undoubtedly taken
a position in the front rank of agricul-
tural communities—is the fact that our
good wheat lands are in districts very
widely distributed. We have good wheat
land in the Northainpton distriet, and
thence down to the Northam districi, to
York, and as far south as Katanning;
and with the intermediate areas to be
opened up we are vertainly warraoted in
believing what I subwitted for the accept-
ance of the House, that Western Aus-
tralia is undoubtedly destined to become
one of the great wheat producers of the
world. The soil and climate are both
conducive to such conclusion. Land
considered worthless some years ago is
now found to be highly productive, and
with the assured rainfull we bave in this
State I think I may fairly prophesy a
very prosperous and successful year to
our agriculturists.

Grain and Hay Production.

The season we are entering on promises
to be maost successful. The ideal weather
conditions with which we have been
favoured give o certainty of an unnsual
yield, and when I point out that the area
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which is wnder wheat this season is st
largely an increase on last year's area, i
will go far to guarantee the statement
which I have made with regard to thi
production of wheat in our State. Th
area under wheat has been estimated b)
the Statistical Department on returm
sent in by our farmers. It is estimate
we have 348,000 acres under wheat
222,000 of which have been sown fo
grain and 116,000 for hay. This exceed
the arex that we had for last year’
harvest by 27,000 acres for grain, and
17,000 acres for hay, or a totul excess o
44,000 acres under wheat over and abow
last year’s area. The area under ocats i
estimated at 64,000 acres, 29,000 acres o
which have been planted for grain and
35,000 tor hay, and the excess over las
year’s harvest is 13,600 acres for grai
and 10,700 acres for bay, u total of 24,000
acres in excess tu outs this year over las
season. The districts principally respon
sible for these increases in planting an
the districts I Lhave referred to : Northam
Northampton, Newcastle, Yorlk, Bever
ley, Pingelly, Narrogin, Wagin, anc
Broowmehill, so that it shows it is prett
evenly distributed right throughout th
vast areas we have at the command o
our settlers and agrienlturists.

Pastoral and Dafrying Iudusiries.

Lt would be bardly fair to pass awa)
from this subject without some brie
reference to the pastoral and dairying
industries, and to show what increase:
have taken place in connection with
our flocks and berds during the pas
five years, increases which appear t
me o be phenomenal. 1 do no
wish to give too many figures, bu
I think it is only right that I shoul
point out that during the past five year
the number of our horses has increase(
by 43 per cent. or 29,000 head; catth
have increased during the past five year:
86 per cent. or 293000 head. Sheej
hiave increased in our State 30 per cent
or 700,000 head, pigs by 20 per cent. o)
13,000 bead, and goats by 200 per cent.
namely 14,000 head. The increases hawe
not only taken place during the past five
years, hut they have been remarkabl
during the past year as compared witl
the previous vear. Our horses increasec
by 7,000 head during 1905 as comparec
with 1904; cattle by 70,000 head ; sheej
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hy 267,000 head; pigs and goats 7,000
head ; and camels, mules, and donkeys by
681 head, so that it shows these increases
are still going ou, and of course it stands
to reason it means our national wealth is
80 much more than it was 12 months ago.
I am reminded in connection with the
goats that the particular breed of goats
in this increase is amgoras, and 1t is
estimated we have 2,400 head of these
io the Stale, and probably in the near
future we may have the establishment of
8, mohair industrv in Western Australia.
The export of wool demands attention,
for in 1900 it was valued at £274,000,
whilst in 1905 the value had jumped np
to £595,000. Hides and skins had in-
creased during the same period from
£75,000 to £168,000. Seventeen million
pounds weight of wool was exported
during the year 1905-6 as compared with
13 millicns in 1904.5, showing undoubt-
edly the immense strides that pastoral
pursuits bave taken during the immediate
past in this State. Ninety-six million
acres were held- under pastoral lease in
1901, and during last yvear. or at the
present time in 1906, we have 151 million
acres of land held under pastoral lease.
The total rents derivable from these
leases ivereased from £35,000 to £50,000,
and the herde and flocks of the North-
‘West pastoralists, that is the cattle herds,
have trebled in 10 yeays. At the present
time we have some 631,000 head of cattle
in our State. This brings the reflection
that we shall soon have to find some
other outlet than our local markets for
our beef, and I think it points fairly to
the conclusion that in the near future we
must have the establishment of freezing
apnd canning works in the North-West.
The local market for agricultural,
pastoral and dairying products is not
fully supplied even yet, for in 1905 we
imported no less than 14 million pounds
worth of such preducts, all of which
should have been produced within our
borders.

Fruit Expori, Wheat

During the past season we have had
very successful results from the exporta-
tion of fruit. Members will remember
that a shipment to the continent of
Europe brought the highest market price
of the season, The trial shipment of
wheat has also paved the way for an

{1 Ocroner, 1906.]
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export trade in wheat and flour when the
supply will have exceeded the demand.
And I think taking everything into cou.
sidrration we may congratu'ate onrselves
that we bave a brilliant future in front
of us so far as our pastoral, agricul-
tural, aud fruit-growing industries are
concerned in Western Australia.

Pearling Industry.

Following on~ these industries, more
especially the pustoral industry of the
North-West, one naturally has u word to
say in connection with the pearling
industry. ‘This industry, of which we do
not hear much in Perth, is still a most
important fuctor in the State's prosperity.
1t hus not, during the past 12 months,
heen in a very flourishing condition, hut
it gives directly and indirectly a very
lurge amount of employment, and has
inercased enormously during the past 12
months. In 1896 we had only 115
vessels aggregating 1,926 tons emploved
in this industry. In 1904, the latest
figures I have available, we had 403
vegsels with an aggregate of 5,737 em-
ployed in the industry. Ten years ago
the white labour employed numbered 43
and Asiatics 217. To-day we bave white
labour 617 employved, and Asiatics 2,405,
This all goes to show that taken al-
together, with the output of pearlshell
obtained from this industry, which in
1904 had reached a total of 1,340 tons as
compared with 381 tons in 1896, the
pearling industry in the North-West is
capable, under wise administration and
handling, of farther expansion and of
grapting farther employment for our
people whether they be Asiatics or white
men.

Timber ndustry, its Troubles.

Now I must say something in connec-
tion with the timber industry, an industry
with which I was associated for many
veurs in Western Australia; and Jet me
at the onset express the fervent hope that
the dispute which has been entered upon
to-day, I understand, will soon be settled.
I have had, during my commercial career
in other parts of the world, very bitter
experience of strikes and disputes of this
niture, and I can only rewark in passing
that there is nothing that man can con-
ceive which will sooner drive trade away
into other channels than trade disputes
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and strikes, which have unfortunately
begun to-day in connection with this in-
dustry. I hope that the dispute will be
settled, as I said at the onset, very quickly.
[Me. A. J. Winson: It could be settled
to-morrow.] 1 hope it will be settled
to-worrow. [Interjection.] I have no
doubt it can be gettled to-morrow, if the
Government step inte the breach and
give away some of the assets of the State
to one side or the other. Auy dispufe
could be settled under such conditions.
[Toterjection by Mr. Horan.] The hon.
member can take this from me, that both
master and man will receive justice from
the hands of this Government, and no-
thing more than justice. Although the
timber industry is to-day, if I may use
the expression, in somewhat of a parlous
position, yet the records and figures show
that during the lust twelve months it has
held its own as compared with the previous
twelve months, notwithstanding the com-
petition of the Bastern States and other
countries. In 1903 the output of the
timber mills totalled 126,000,000 super
feet: in 1904 it totalled 143,000,000 super
feet; and last year 137,000,000 super feet.
The total valuein 1903 was £620,000; in
1904, £655,000; and in 1305, notwith-
standing the slight reduction of the total
output, the value was £690,000; showing
that the industry as a whole had held its
own during these three years. In the
export of sandalwood there was consider-
able activity during the last 12 months,
as compared with previous years, for in
1906 we have exported up to the 30th
June—that is for six wnonths only—
£45,000 worth of sandalwood, as com-
pared with £39,000 worth during the
whole of 1905, and .£25,000 worth in
1904. :

Timber Exports Compared.

Let me compare the export of timber
with that of the Eastern States, and the
only comparison I wish to make—and it
is one that appeals readily to members
and to the people — is on the basis of
population. Western Australia’s timber
export trade last year reached £2 18s. 3d.
per head of our population. The exports
of Tasmanis, which has done so mnch to
compete with our jarrah and karri timber,
ouly reached 10s. 2d. per head of the
pepulation. New South Wales, which is
now competing pretty severely, only ex-
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ported to the extent of 4s. 8d. per head
of her population, Queensland 4s. per
head, South Australin ls. 4d. per head,
and Victoria 8d. per head. The total
value of the timber exported including
sandalwood during last vear from West-
ern Australia was £729,000, as against
£608,000 for all the other States of the
Commonwealth put together. In addi-
tion to what I have mentioned there ie of
course considerable trade being dome in
mallet bark, which has attained propor-
tions of very considerable importance.
Iu 1905 we exported £154,000 worth of
this commeodity, and for the first six
months of this year £62,000 worth. 1
may for the benefit of the member for
Forrest (Mr. A. J. Wilson) explain and
again assert that the importance of the
timber industry is fully recognised by the
Government. The Government has made
considerable reductions in wharfage
rates in ovder to assigt this industry, and
I have ne doubt my colleague has still
got the other matter, that of railway
rates, under his consideration. The
excellent reports which bave beeu drawn
up for the Government hy Mr. Julius
with very great care and the expenditure
of a lot of time and anxiety, showing
fully the relative values of our timbers,
with illustrations of tests as compared
with other parts of the world, will materi-
ally help to advertise the value of this
product, which means so much to our
State, and 1 Lope will counieract that
wonderfully Federal spirit which causes
one of our Eastern neighbours to decry
the timbers of Western Australia, in
order if possible by so doing to advance
the value of its own produce. The
figures of the first six months of the
present. year do, of course, show a con-
siderable falling off in the export of tim-
ber, the timber exported being valued at
£245,000 and sandalwond at £45,000, as
1 have previously explained. But the
last two months, July and August, show
there has been a very considerable in-
crease again in the export trade. From
the Port of Bunbury alone in July we
exported 9,562 loads, valued at £38,000,
and in August 15,933 loads, valued at
£63,000, a total value of £101,000 in
round figures for the two months. So
that given, as I confidently hope we shall
have, a quick and expeditious settlement
of the trouble which has come upon us
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in this industry, I have every hope that |

the ensuing 12 months will give equal |
prosperity in this one of our most im-
portant iodustries with that we had
during the past three years.

Soft.-weod Planiing.

There is another phase of this timber
question that I cannot pass over, and
that is that our experiments in the plant-
ing of pine trees have met wilth marked
success; 50 much so that the Govern-
ment propose in the near future extend.
ing these planting operations very largely
in snitable districts. By this means we
hope to bring another ‘class of timber
into the market, a tiinber which is now
largely imported from the Baltic and
from the States of America, and conserve
within our borders that trade which un-
doubtedly we have a right to, if we can
produce the class of timber that is in
demand in our markets.

Nisheries, Sponges.

Our Fisheries Department has been
principally engaged during the last 12
months in endeavouring o open up a
new industry in sponges. This industry
may develop very considerably, and be-
come of great importance to the State,
Specimens of local sponges have heen
obtained and forwarded to the Agent
General, and I have every hope that we
have in this enterprise another avenue
which will prove a source of profit to the
country.

Trade Imporis and Exporls.

With regard to the geveral trade of
Western Australia, let me point out that
during the vear 1905 our imports totalled
six and a-half millions, of which £2,700,000
came from the Eastern States, £2,300,000
from England, and £1,300,000 from
foreign countries; the United States of
America, Germany, and France being in
the order named the largest contributors
outside of Great Britain and our Eastern
neighbours. The imports represent £25
18s. 1d. per head of population, and the
corresponding figures of the other States

[1 Ocroner, 1906.]

of the Commouwealth for 1904 vary from .

£320 2s. 3d. per bead for South Australia
to £L11 11s. 1d. for Queensland. Our

exports during the same vear amounted

to £9,900,000, of which the main item
was of course gold specie £4,200,000,
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and uncoined gold £3,300,000; but we
exported in addition timber to the value
of £690,000; wool, £595,000; pearls
and shell, £267,000; hides and skips,
£168,000. Theexports show an apparent
decline as compared with the year 1904,
when our total exports were £10,300.000,
some £400,000 more than during the past
year. But this decrease is entirely due to
the smaller quantity of gold exported in
1905. Alltheother headsIbhave mentioned
show satisfactory increases, and more es-
pecially is the increase satisfactory in the
item of wool exported. Of our exports
the United Kingdom took £4,200,000
worth, India and Ceylon took .£3,900,000
worth, muinly gold; and the Eastern
States took from us only £800,000 worth.
For the balance, Germany was the best
customer. I believe Germnany took nearly
the whole of the mallet bark exported,
£130,000 worth. Owur exports equalled
£39 9s. 14. per head, being largely in ex-
cess of those of the Eastern States, which
ranged from £23 7s. 9d. per bead for
South Australia to £16 1l4a. 5d. for
Tasmania. Our large male adult popu-
lation undoubtedly favours Western Aus-

. tralia in muking such comparisons; but

the difference is so great as to give us a
very easy lead over the other States,even
taking that into consideration.

Shipping Increasing.

Our inward and ontward shipping in-
ereased, for the wvarious ports, from
8,650,000 tons in 1904 to 3,670,000 in
1905. Of course I do not wish members
to draw from tbis fact a conclusion that
the ships brought or tovk away increased
quantities of cargo; but it is natural to
suppose that ships will not come to our
ports unless to obtain remunerative em-
plovment. The tonnage for 1905 is in
excess of other yeurs, with the exception
of 1801, when it was unduly inflated by
the large number of treopships sailing to
and frow South Africa. In reference to
our harbours and rivers, let me state that
it is proposed to make provision on the
Loan Estimates for two additional light-
houses north of Geraldton, which have so
long been badly needed. New signalling
apparatus has been provided at our prin-
cipal signalling stations, in order that
vessels may be communicated with when
passing at wight. Increased jetty ac-
commodation has been given in the Swan
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River, and the reclamation of the Perth
foreshore bas been vigorously pushed
forward. The dredging of the harbours
at Bunbury and Albany will be early put
in band and proceeded with.

Banking and Savings.

Banking operations show also thab
material advancement has been made in
financial circles. During 1905 the total
liabilities of our banks of issue in this
State were £5,600,000, of which sum
£5,100,000 represented deposits. These
are large figures; but during the quarter
ended 30th June of this year tbey bave
considerably iucreased. The liabilities
have increased to £6,100,000 and the
deposits to £5,600,000. The assets, in
the aggregate, were in 1905 approxi-
mately seven millions, and the advances
£4,100,000; while there was of coin and
bullion in hand 2} millions. There iy
again a large increase at the end of last
quarter, the assets hiving jumped to
£7,600,000, advances to £4,500,000, and
coin and bullion to £2,700,000. These
figures seem undoubtedly to show in-
creased prosperity amongst our people.
The fact that deposits have in the last
six months increased by £500,000, I
think, can bear no other interpretation;
and one is also pleased to see that the
banks are not holding but are lending,
because their advances to customers have
increased by £400,000 during the last
six months. But our own Goverument
Saviogs Bank secms to me a Dbetter
gauge of the thrift and prosperity of
our people than even the baunking in-
stitutions to which I have just re-
ferred. I have already dealt pretry
fully with our Savings Bank; bof I
should like to point out that in 1905-6
the deposits exceeded withdrawals by
£47,000, and that the bank for the
last financial year paid 3 per cent. interest
on the deposits, to the extent of 61,000.
On the 30th June last, the balances to
credit of depositors had increased by
£108,000; and to show the enormous
extent to which the operations of this
undoubtedly splendid institution have
been carried, let me point out that
deposits to the amount of £196,000 were
received during last year, and that the
average deposit was £8 16s. 6d. There
were 138,000 withdrawals, averaging
£12 3s. 4d. The number of deposits,
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' and the fact that the awount deposited
is larger than that withdrawn, show that
the institution is serving its purpose,
that people are depositing their small
savings averaging &£8 per head, and that
when their savings accumulate they
withdraw them in larger amounts for
investment and other purposes. I think
itis an undoubted proof of the popu-
larity of this institution when I again
remark that the accounts number some
63,000, or in other words every fourth
person in our State is a depositor at the
State Savings Bauk. The new Aci
recently passed by Parliament for the
control of thig institution will greatly
increase the utility of the bank; and
steps are now being taken to arrange for
a school children’s savings bank system.
The administration, I bave no hesitation
in saying, is cxcellent; it is economical.
It amounts to 7s. 5d. per cent. as against
Gs. per cent. which the Commonwealth
Government charges us for receiving de-
posits and for paying ous meneys to the
clients of the bank from their posi-offices.
This work, when performed at our own
branches or head office, amounts to
something under 3s. per cent.; the profit
-on the last year’s transuctions awounted
to £2.854.

Education Extensions.

It is nnnecessary tor me to repeat at
length the remarks which T made on
the Educational Department during the
debate a week or two since, but I should
like to briefly draw the attention of the
Committee to the fact that during the
year 1905 the number of schools had in-
creased by 45 in our State, and that
during the past seven months of the
present vear 34 new schools have been
opened. We have now 329 schools and
28,000 scholars, with an average attend-
ance of nearly 24,000 scholurs. The
school system, which we wish to extend
as much as possible wherever people
are gathered together in sufficient num-
bers in the back blocks, is already very
extensive, and schools are dotted here
and there over 2,000 miles of our coast
line from Derby to Esperance, and ex-
tending inland as far as Peak Hill, Lake
Way, and Laverton. Prorision is made
on the present Estimates for 33 new
schools, with quarters included. Thisin-
volves an expenditure of something like
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£12,000. inclusive of revotes for buildings
provided on last year's Estimates but
which were not completed or the money
for which had not been expended. The
revotes amonnt to £9,197, and there is an
addition to this expenditurc which has
to be carried out this year on schools of
£2,668 to provide u School of Mines at
Kalgoorlie. ’

Crime, a Decrease.

As  pointing to the wellbeing of

1 Ocroper, 1906.]

" our people and the more settled com- .

ditions of our country, it will not
be out of place to draw members’ atten-
tion to the fact that-despite vur increased
population a material reduetion in the
volame of crime has taken place in the
State; the number of cases brought to
trial and the number of couvictious being
somewhat less during 1905 than duriog
1904, and the cuses of drunkenness have
also decreased. The consumption of in-
toxicating liquors bas fallen from

£10 2s. 3d. per head of the population to

£ 10s. 4d. per head, pretty geverally
showing that the conditions of our people
are rapidly becoming more favourable
and more settled, and it is also worthy of
note that the total cost and upkeep of
the police force, notwithstanding the -
crease in population, bas decreased. It
has fallen from 10s. 2d. per head of the
population in 1903-4 to 9s. 2d. in 1905-6.

Immigration.

Ancther evidence of the progress of our
country is the figures which, though not
large, are promising, in connection with
immigration. Immigration bhas made
very steady progress during recent vears.
The immigration has principally consisted
in assisting families to join their fathers
who already are in our country, and also
in assisting agriculturists desirous of
settling on our lands. The majority have
arrived from the Eastern States. During
the year 1905 314 immigrants were re-
ceived from Europe and Great Brifain,
while 256 adults and 232 children came
from the Eastern States. Passages have
been paid in advance by the Government,
to be subsequently refunded. OF the
immigrants arriving last vear—to show
these people do not come to our shores
destitute—313 brought with them a
capital amounting to over £17,000.
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Popilation, a comparison,

This brings me generally to the
question of population ; and the figures
are most encouraging in this connection,
for in the first seven months of the

! present year our population increased by

6.984 souls, 4,284 being an excess
of arrivals over departures, and 2,700

an excess of Dirths over deaths.
[t is interesting to mnote the rapid
strides during the past five years

and seven months — sitnce  the com-
mencement of the present century. The
pepulation increased in this State from
179,000 to 261,000, a vet mcrease of
82,000 persous, being 46 percent. increase.

. Western Australia is very much in ad-

-

vance of any other portion of the Cowm-
monwealth in this connection ; for the five
yeurs the percentage of increases is us
follows :— Western Australia, 41°77 per
cent.; New South Wales, 963 per cent.;
Victoria, 1-78 per cent.; Queensland, 6:86
per cent.; Sonth Australia, 591 per
cent.; Tasmania, 470 percent. ; and the
total Commonwealth increase is only 7-73
per cent., as against 41 per cent. in
Western Australia. The vital statistics
also are most promising and bear out the
figures which I have quoted in connection
with our population ; thev show that our
death rate is decreasing, and that whereas
it was 1338 per thousand in 1301, it is
now only 10-83 per cent., and compares
most favourably with Victorian the death
rate of which is 1210 per cent, New
South Wales being 10-13 per cent. The
birth rate since 1898 has never fallen
below 30 per thousand of our population,
whereas m the other Stafes it ranges
from 29-32 per thousand in Tasmania to
2326 per thousand in South Australia.

" The marriage rate, which is also looked
" on in most ¢ivilised countries as an index

~ developed.

of prosperity is higher than in any other
State, ove of the highest in the world.
For 1905 it was 848 per thonsand,
whereas in the other States it ranged
from 761 for Tasmavia to 604 For
Queensland.

Conclusion. a Policy of levelopment,

I have about completed my arduous
task for this eveniug, and let me in con-
clusion say that T am firmly of the
opinion, and the Government is decidedly
of the opinion, that our country must be
Without touching on the
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details of our loan proposals, which will
be before the House in a very short space
of time, I want members and the country

to understand that it is the fixed de-

termination of this Government, and
we see no reason (aud I see no reason
from a Treasurer’s point of view), why
we sbould not be able to raise all
the woney necessary t0 carry out our
projects. It is the fized determina-
tion of the Government that the
works forecast to a great extent in the
Premier’s policy speech shall be carried
out and provided for on our Leoan Esti-
mates and in our Loan Bill when it
comes before the House. These works
will include, speaking generally, railways
for our goldfields to open up and
develop the gold-mining industry; rail-
ways for the farther opening up of large
agricultural districts, which I have shown
mean so rouch for the permanent advance-
mentand wealth of our country ; artesiaun
boring and other facilities in the far
North-West; the carrying toa suceessful
completion of that great metropolitan
sewerage scheme which is going to prove
so helpful and of such great advantage
to our metropolitan city, to the port of
Fremantle, and to the suburban cities, as
our population increases, The Estimates
include funds for the development of the
wining industry by continuing to assisé
the legitimate prospector, and the supply
and maintenance of water in our oui-back
centres, together with the cantious exten-
gion of our State batiery system. They
will cover the completion of that great
extension work of the Bunbury Harbour;
and I hope we shall aiso be able, if not
during the immediate 12 wonths in the
succeeding 12 months, to open up that
vast area of magnificent timber and
agricultural country which we have lying
at the present time almost unkoown to
the southward of Bridgetown. We in.
tend to provide funds on our Estimates
for the encouragement of agricultural
pursuits; and above all we intend to
provide the necessary funds for the con-

[ASSEMBLY.]

by the Treasurer.

| binued settlement of the people on our
" lands, i order that we may produce the
wealth which lies there to be produced
for the benefit of all concerned. I think
I have shown in my remarks this evening
aud by the figuves quoted that Western
Australia is not standing still, that she
is steadily and surely progressing.
I have shown that her population is in-
creasing not only by the vatural increase
of her own people, but by immigration,
by people coming to her shores, finding
after due inguiry that this country
provides and holds out better prospects
to them than any other country they van
go to. I have pointed out tbat her in-
dustries are on a sound and sure hasis,
and that notwithstanding the difficulties
we have in some of them they show
satisfactory increases. 1 have shown
also that the great mining industry,
which has undoubtedly done so much
for our prosperity, maintains its position,
and is likely to be prominent for many
years to come; that the settlement of
our lands, together with the consequent
increase of cultivation, is progressing by
leaps and bounds; that our herds and
flocks are multiplying throvgh the re-
currence of good seasoms. to meet the
moat sanguine expectations of the pas-
torulist; that the administration of ths
Government is cautious and sound with-
out being cheeseparing in any sense of
the term; and that we may look with
hope to the future, recognising that we
have a country which 1s good to live in
and fraught with all the possibilities of
wealth and prosperity for its peeple.

I beg to move the first item, * His
Excellency the Governor, £1,148."

On motion by Mr. T. Bath, progress
reported and leave given to sib agaln on
Tuesday, the 23rd October.

ADJUURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 1045 o’clock,

until the next day.
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APPEXNDIX TABLES Nos. 1 to 10, referred to in the Treasurer's

Financial Stetement.

No.1]

Synopsis of Balance Sheet, 30th June, 1906.

Dr.
General Loan Fund
Sinking Fund ..
State Savings Baok .
Trust and Deposit Accounts

Cr.
Generally.
Consolidated Revenue Fund Balance, hemg Deficit ...
Advances to be recovered -
Investments and Smkmg Fund
Stores on hand .. .

Cash on hand and in transilu.

Agricultural Bank Redemption Account
Current Accounts . .
Eustern States

Sinking Funds Mumclpd,l TLoans

State Savings Bank .
London

Treasury

Fized Deposits

£
510,43

1

1,320,603

2,319,87

7

929,845

—— £5,080,756

119,900
34,048
3,634,983
344,832

3,986

48813
26,72

7
7

1,340
866,410

24,22

3

8,615

26,65

[No. 2]
Revenue, 1905-6.

The Treasurcer’s estimate for the year was
The actvual amount received was

Or a total net over-estimate of

The over-estimales were—
Stamp Duty
Probate Duty
Totalisator Tax ...
Miging ...
Smelting Works
Water Supply
Harbour Dues
Royal Mint
Reimbursements-in- d.ld
Fees, Public Offices
Law Courts
Miscellaneous
Commonwealth ...

£
3,634,887
3,658,939

5
£5,080,756

£75,948

10,800
4,292
6,420
4,826

21,807
2,253

396
2,324
1,291
3,408

936
1,962

59,354

£120,069
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Revenue, 1905-6—continued.
The under-estimates were—

Dividend Duty ... 2,485
Licenses ... 9,997
Land 5,404
Railways ' . . o . 13,643
Cossack- Roebourne Tra.mwa,y 213
Siate Batteries .., 8,950
Other Public Works a.nd Servlces 3,424
o — £44.121
. K75948
[No. 3]
Expenditure, 1905-6.
£
The Treasurer's Estimate for the year was 3,720,722
The Actual Expenditure was 3,632,818
Or an over-estimate of . " —_ £88,404
The over-cstimales were— £
His Excellency the Governor 354
Executive Council ... 5
Legislature ... 1,565
Minister for Lunds ...~ ... 12,180 -
Deo. Mines ... ... s, 27,048
Do. Railways e 117
Do. Works ... 71,834 -
Do. Agriculture ... 1,876 - :
—_— e 114,979
The under-estimates were—
Special Acts ... 507
Premier’s Office 4086
Colonial Treasurer ... 15,537
Minister for Education 6,733
Attorney General 1,895
Colonial Secretary, including Commel ce
and Labour 1,497
_ 26,575
-— £88.404
Summary of Revenue and Ezpenditure.
£ £
Estimated Deficit .. . 132,356
Over-estimate of Expend:t.ure 38,404
Do. Revenue ... . 75,948
—_ 12,456
Actual Deficit _— £119,90(
Deficit from 1904-5 .., 46,521
Expenditure as above 8,632,318
—_ 3,678,839
Revenue . e 3,558,939
Deficit as above _— £119,90(

e et
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[No. 4]
Commonwealth Revenue.
Head and Sub-head. ‘?gggfg’ Eiggg??d’
£ £
CosromMs— .
Stimulanta ... 261,014 a 257,800
Narcotics . 117,963 113,000
Agrieultural Produuts 175,087 b 131,000
Apparel and Textiles 120,736 118,500
Metals and Machinery 68,500 ¢ 65,000
Oils, Paints, ete. ... 13,289 13,080
-Barthenware LT T LT © 16,431 " 16,070
Wood, Wicker, and Ca.ne 16,530 16,100
Jewellery, etc. . © 15,135 15,100
Leather, ete. . 23,793 d 19,600
Other v 54,400 49,800
Total ... - . .. - 822,878 815,000
Excisg—
Beer ... 60,351 62,000
Spirits 8,216 9,000
Sugar e 35,327 35,000
Tobacco 41,655 51,000
Other ... 2,386 3,000
Total ... e |- 147,935 160,000
Post OrricE— :
Postage e . e o e 129,076 121,000
Telegraphs ... - . . 70,742 71,000
Telephones ... e s e V.- e 35,546 35,000
Other ... o 17,801 18,000
Total ... ... .. .. .. 252,665 245,000
DEFENCE ... 88 100
PatenTs, TRADE Manxs, AND COPYRIGHT ... 2,318 2,232
New RevenvE ... 621 450
MIiSCELLANEOUS ... ... e . 373 300
Grand Total ... ... | £1,286,878 1,223,082
&, Estimated decrease under Special Tariff, £3 105.
A n S
d " " - o £3,297
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[No. 5]
Commonwealth Ezxpenditure.
Actual, Estimated,
Head and Sub-Head. 1905/6. 1906/7.
Transferred. £ &£
CusTomMa 34,674 35,281
Post OFFICE 282,635 290,941
DEFENCE 45,238 53,089
Other.

ORDINARY . . . 31,992 46,234

Nrw Worgks, BornpiNgs, RirLes, ETc.—a
Customs 115 693
Post Office 9,122 18,089
Defence 10,786 11,716
Sundry 257
414,562 456,300

SoMMarRY oF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE.

Revenue adjusted 51,287,654 | ¢1,226,656°
Expenditure 414,562 456,300
Balance returnable to State - 872,992 770,356

a. Particulars given in No. 6.
forward.

b. Inclndes £4,250 brought forward from previous year, less £3,574 carried
¢. Includes £3,574 brought forward from previous year.
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[No. 6.]
Commonweallh Ezpendilure on New Works, Buildings, Rifles, elc.
Head nod Sub-head. Yoosre [Poapanted,
Cueromns— £ £
Erection of Customs House and Bond at Broome . 1,500
Erection of Customs House at Fremant.le a 1,000
Purchase of Trawler b 514
Total 3,014
Post OFFICcE— - | —
Additions . .l 2,948 3,598
New Works—
Derby Post Office ¢ 700
East Perth Post Office ¢ 300
Fimiston Post Office 455 582
Fitzroy Post Office ¢ 905
Fremantle Post Office ¢ 6,000
Lavertorn Post Office .., ¢ 850
v Princess Royal Post Office ¢ 700
Purchase of Sites . 16,001 267
Construction Telegraph Lines 407 | 8,920
Da. Telephone Lines 11,154 ) 22,200
‘Wireless Telegraphy b 643
= Total 21,055 | 45,865
DEFENCES— ‘
Additions .. 864 1,952
New Works—
Forts ... 218
Rifle Ranges ... 135
Karrakatta Rifle Range—Pa.v:hon . 310
Do. do. Additional Target ‘accommodation 560
Do. do. New Road 355
Kalgoorlie Rifle Range—Site . 450
Do. do. Construction . 350
Grants to Rifle Clubs for Rifle Ranges 425 600
Drill Halls . 140
Drill Hall, Boulder 675 39
Armoury, Northam 70 120
Fort and Site at North Frema.ntle 3.372 | d8,000
Fort and Quarters, Arthur's Head 4,304 d 580
Defence Material 36,132 | 8,360
Total 45,842 | 22,229
. Non-recurring 2,053
Grand Total ... | 68,950 | 71,108
Estimated amounts which will not be expended durmg year—
Post Office - £4,350
Defences 1,650
_ 6,000
68,950 | e 65,108

a Estimated total cost, £15,000. b Divided on popnlation basis, but information pa to Statein which tha
money will be expended is ‘not nvailable. + Approprintions made in previous estiates, but o expenditure
inenrred. 4 Totnl estimated cost of these two items, £87,000, of which £43,338 defrayed to %0th June, 1508,

This expenditure charged to the State on population bn.sm. the estimated amonnt of the charge being £30,755



No. 7.1
Commonawealth Revenue and Ezpenditure, 1at July, 1901, to 30th June, 1907,
Head and Sub-Head. 19012, 1902/8. 1903/ 4. 1904/5. 1905/6. | 19087 ..
RevEnve. £ £ £ £ £ £
Customs and Excise—Federal Tariff 1,134,045 | 1,162,535 | 1,061,789 | 1,029,515 95;3,147 960,000
Do. do. Special Tariff 201,569 233,467 196,936 142 549 77,666 15,000
Post Office ... 225,752 225,244 230,858 257,608 252,665 245,000
Otber, including Adjustments, ete. 3,299 156 4,076 6,656
Total £ 1,564,665 | 1,621,246 | 1,489,739 | 1,429,567 | 1,287,554 | 1,226,656
ExpENDITURE.

Transferred—
Customs 31,991 34,687 33,836 33,937 34,674 35,281
Post Office 256,392 269,757 278,994 277.835 282,685 290,941
Defence ... 33,693 31,320 41,967 40,368 45,238 53,089
Other—Ordina.ry 14,061 17,524 26,559 28,112 31,992 46,234

New Works, etc. a—

Customs . . 53 2,658 120 115 693
Post Office 2,178 10,547 26,910 §,016 9,122 18,089
Defence ... 1,274 1,150 13,571 12,177 10,786 11,716
Other, including Adjustments, ete. 476 1,104 257
Total ... £ 339,580 365,514 424,495 401,669 414,562 456,300
Balance of Revenue returned to the State... ... 11,225,076 | 1,255,732 | 1,065,244 | 1,027,898 872,992 770,356
Total as above 2] 1,564,665 | 1,621,246 | 1,489,739 | 1,429,567 | 1,287,654 | 1,226,656

* a Bince lst July, 1504, calculated on population basis,

F008

JLIRIING JOIUI

[ x1ginussy]

“A9AnuDaL], 2] fig



Financial Statement [1 Ocrorer, 1906.] by the Treasurer. 2005

(No. 8] .
Loan Authorisations, elc., as ai 30th June, 1906.

Authorisations and Flotalions—

£ £ £
Authorisations to 30th June, 1905 ... 18,273,253
Do. during 1905-6 Nil.
Deo. to 30th June, 1906 ... 18,273,253
Flotations to 30th June, 1905—
General Loans ... .. 15,151,253
Tocal Debentures ... 246,100
Do. Inscribed Swock .., . 2,354,420
Treagury Bills ... 500,000 -
] _ — 18,251,773
Flotations during 1905.6— ;
Tocal Inscribed Stock ... 21,480
Authorisations available for Flot.l,tlon,
30th June, 1906 ... . Nil.
—— £18,278,258
Actual Net Lean Indebledness—
Flotations to 30th June, 1905, as above 18,251,773
Less—Redemptions ... 209,000
Accumulated Sinking Fund ... 1,073,844
_—_— 1,282,844
Actual Net Loan lndebte(lness, 30th _—_—
June, 1905 ... 16,968,929
Redemptions during yea.r
1905-6 " £5,700
Accreftons to accu-
muiated Sinking
Fund during year 246,759
—_—— 252,459
Less Flotations during year, as above 21,480
: —_ a 230,979
Actual Net Loan Indebtedness, 30th
June, 1906 ... £16,737,950

o. Ag 4 partial set-off againat this decrense during the year of omr net Loan indebtedness, there has been
de{]myed from Loan Suspense Account an expenditure totalling £145,362, whicth will be cavered by the next Loan
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[No. 9]
Loan Flotations, Debt, and Expenditure, as af 30th June, 1906.
| Fl'}altatiocxl\s as %’ctual In. Actunl Casl
.. charged to debtedness on ctu ash
Works 'm_d, Services, Worligs and Works and Spent.
i Services, Services.
£ £ £
Railways and Tmmwa.ys 10,325,702 10,178,100 9,634,323
Telegraphs . 276,727 243,520 269,308
Harbours and Rivers .. . 2,402,130 2,382,431 2,195,222
Public Buildings 100,364 97,434 67,124
Goldfields Water Scheme 2,903,075 2,903,075 2,684,691
Water Supply in Towns generally ... 204,382 204.162 155,727
Sewerage . . - 121,108 121,108 79,139
Erection of Sta.te 'Ba.tt.enes 135,118 135,118 130,003
Development of Goldfields and Mineral
Resources ... 896,640 896,640 844,953
Roads and Bridges .. 151,138 140,098 143,253
Development of Agrlculture 664,844 664,844 598,026
Immigration . 28,670 28,670 28,085
Miscellaneous ... e £3,360 63,358 63,352
Flotation Expenses, etc. 719,260
Unexpended  Balance
General Loan Fuond 655,793 -
- 1,375,053
Debentures Redeemed 214,700
Totar, FLOTATIONS 18,273,253 18,273,253 18,273,253




[(No. 10.] .

Net Resulle for 1905-6 of Working the State’s Chief Tradwmg Cowncerns. .
Capirat, Gosr. CHiROR 40AINST REVEXUE., Rs&:ﬂ::u:;l.n Te f;&gs;ff%&%gﬁz:
Trading Concern. Intercst on Copital. . AND INTEREST ON
A Tomat | Revemo | AVorkive | o Gross. | et YT
Loan. Revonue. r:ﬁtmugl nt(:“ : nlr‘fr Expenses. | poge. Loss.
' £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £
Railways ... . ... | 9,366,690 | 599,25( |340,550 123,970 | 1,224,492 | 1,589,012 |b1,648,648 . |c59,636
Goldfields Water Scheme ... | 42,661,258 90,473 € 90,473 92,000 | 1,527
Fremantle Harbour Works ... | £1,679,387 {¢36,000 | 61,562 | 1,440 e 63,002 58,573 9,429
State Batteries 129,094 | 90,976 4,488 | 3,639 92,343 100,470 92,200 8,270
Smelting Works b ... 14,694 588 32,741 33,329 34,193 864
Total ... £ 1113,836,429 | 740,920 1497,073 129,637 | 1,349,576 | 1,876,286 V 1.775,0411145,573 I 62,027 117,639
. ——
Net Profit ... £44,328

a. A roduction on tho total ** Railways and Tramways 'capital cost of _.L"352.281, rg{)resenling expenditure unot chnrfonhle to Working Railwaye, notally purchnse of laml
for Cottesloa-Fremantle Deviation, Collic-Narrogin, Jandakot, and Trouscontinental Rai wn&s (not tnkou over), eurveys of proposed tines, Cossack-Roobourno Trumway, ete. A
ro rain reduction has been made in tho interest charged. b. Includes £14,204 Specinl Receipts, Eugive Hire, ete., which the Railway Department, instead of carrying to
ﬁevenue, deducts from Workiug Expensnes. 6. The profit shown by the Hailwny Department is £81,234, OF this sum £49,975 wna erroneously debited to working oxpenses
in 1005.6. It hos siuce been debited to Capital Account, nod as this transfer has incrensed the nggregate profit to the 30th Juue, 1906, correspondingly, the Rnilway Deprrtinent,
{nasmuch a8 the nmount had uot been shown in the profit of any previous year has ineluded it for Inet yew. The discrepancy is partly nccounted for gy circumstances meuntionsl
in the notebelow and purtly by the difierence of mathod employed respectively by tbe Trensury sud the Railway Department in colculaling interest on loan copital The
Treneury Agures nre part of o comprehensive schema alloeating netnal interest paid during the yeor to the debt principel of the varions Loau Works and Services, This dobt
rincipal, unlike the rincipnl debited by the Rnilway Dﬂglll‘tlneut. includes Notatiou discounts nud expenses,but excludes pringipal redeemed, d. Exclusive of n anbsidiary
onn from Post Office Savings Bouk, nmonnting ou the 30th June, 1006, to £239,681.  Interest and Sinking Fund on this Lonn wng paid by tho Administmtion before handing over
their surplus to the Treasury. s. Dedncted [rom Revenne, net amount being pnid to Tremsury. J. This is the total Loan rEemlit.nre on the Fremauntle Harbotwr,
not ou tho aren taken over by the Harbour Trust, g. Ouly approximate. h. Sold during the yenr. t. This £13,836,429 cash Expenditure represents npproximatoly
214,800,000 of the d0bt on which, ob the 301h June last, we were payiog inkereat, namely, £18,053,553.

NoTk.—Apart from Interest on Revenue Capitol, this return desls exclusively with cash troansactions recorded ot the Treasury, and must not, thorefore, be regarded
a8 sumwimrisiog Lthe profit and loss neconute of tho respective undortakings. It sells what the State expended in sterliog on them during the year, und Lhe return in sterliog
poid iuto the Stato coflors. Hence, as matters in regard to which only the respective departmental uccounting branchos podsess the necessary datn, stores on band are not
considered ; neither are moneys earued but uot received, nor payments due but not defrnyed,
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